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Derek C. Abbott is a member of Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP’s Business Reorganization 
and Restructuring Group in Wilmington, Del. He has represented Fortune 1000, local, international 
and other organizations as lead or Delaware counsel in bankruptcy proceedings and litigation on 
behalf of debtors, creditors, official and ad hoc committees and transactional case constituents for 
more than 15 years. He works with outside and inside counsel, turnaround professionals, crisis-
management firms, investment and noninvestment bank professionals, and DIP and exit-financing 
lenders. His clients have included Nortel Networks, Overseas Shipholding Group, Delta Petro-
leum, Johnson Controls, AT&T, FKF Madison Group Owner, LLC, Lillian Vernon Corporation, 
Hancock Fabrics, Hollinger Inc. and Nobex Corporation. Mr. Abbott has been recognized in Dow 
Jones Daily Bankruptcy Review, Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America, Law & Politics 
Magazine and Super Lawyers Delaware edition. He serves on the Bankruptcy Section and Chapter 
11 Committee of the Delaware State Bar Association and is also a member of the American Bar 
Association, Turnaround Management Association and ABI. In 2011, he received the Caleb R. 
Layton III Service Award by the judges of the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for the District 
of Delaware. Mr. Abbott serves as legal counsel for a variety of indigent clients through Delaware 
Volunteer Legal Services and chairs the firm’s recruiting and pro bono committees. He received his 
B.S. in 1987 from West Point Military Academy and his J.D. from the University of North Carolina 
in 1995, where he also was publication editor for the North Carolina Law Review.

Colin McNeil Adams is a senior analyst in Morgan Stanley & Co.’s Distressed and Special Situa-
tions Group in New York, where he focuses on investments and ideas across the capital structure. 
Before joining Morgan Stanley, he was a managing director with Citadel Securities, where he acted 
as a financial advisor to companies and groups of creditors in both in- and out-of-court restructur-
ings. Prior to that, Mr. Adams was a partner in the Restructuring Group of Kirkland & Ellis LLP, 
where he represented debtors and distressed investors in connection with out-of-court restructur-
ings, bankruptcy cases and the acquisition of distressed assets and securities. Mr. Adams received 
his J.D. with a Certificate in Business Law from the University of California Los Angeles, and his 
A.B. in history and economics from Duke University.

Dr. Daniel A. Austin teaches bankruptcy and commercial law at Northeastern University School 
of Law in Boston. Previously, he practiced bankruptcy and commercial law for 16 years. Dr. Austin 
has lectured at universities in China, Russia and Turkey, and has authored articles dealing with con-
sumer and business bankruptcy, as well as constitutional aspects of bankruptcy law. He co-authored 
Reaffirmation Agreements in Consumer Bankruptcy Cases (ABI, 2009 and 2010) and Graduating 
with Debt: Student Loans under the Bankruptcy Code, and served as the ABI Consumer Bank-
ruptcy Committee Task Force Leader from 2010-12. He has also been a speaker at many legal and 
academic conferences. Dr. Austin is a member of the Pennsylvania Bar and is admitted to practice 
in federal courts in Pennsylvania, Illinois and Ohio. He received his B.A. from Brigham Young 
University, his J.D. from Columbia Law School and his Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania.

Theodore O. Bartholow, III is a founder of Armstrong Kellett Bartholow P.C. in Dallas, where he 
focuses on consumer and small-business bankruptcy and consumer litigation, representing consum-
ers and debtors in advisory proceedings and out-of-court matters. In particular, he focuses on debt-
ors’ rights in mortgage-servicing cases. Mr. Bartholow is a frequent speaker on consumer litigation 
and bankruptcy and is a member of the National Association of Consumer Attorneys, the National 
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Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, the Texas and New York State Bar Associations 
and the Dallas Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys’ Association. Mr. Bartholow received his under-
graduate degree from the University of Texas in 1998 and his J.D. in 2002 from the Benjamin N. 
Cardozo School of Law in New York.

Lisa G. Beckerman is a partner with Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP in New York, where 
her practice focuses on corporate restructuring and creditors’ committees in chapter 11 cases and 
on out-of-court restructurings. Ms. Beckerman specializes in corporate restructuring and creditors’ 
rights in a variety of areas, including manufacturing, airlines, retail and health care. She has been 
recognized by Chambers USA every year since 2005 and was featured in the Practical Law Com-
pany’s list of top bankruptcy attorneys in the U.S. Ms. Beckerman received her B.A. from the Uni-
versity of Chicago, her M.B.A. from the University of Texas and her J.D. from Boston University 
School of Law.

Mark T. Benedict is a partner with Husch Blackwell LLP in Kansas City, Mo., where he assists 
clients in corporate and debt reorganizations and distressed mergers and acquisitions. He focuses 
his practice in the food and agribusiness industry and is known for his work on behalf of asset-based 
secured lenders and trade vendors. Mr. Benedict received his B.A. summa cum laude in mathemat-
ics and political science from Rockhurst University in 1990 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston 
College Law School in 1993, where he was on the executive board of the UCC Reporter-Digest.

Michael L. Bernstein is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Arnold & Porter LLP and 
chairs its national bankruptcy and corporate restructuring practice. He represents secured and unse-
cured creditors, private-equity funds, committees, bondholders, investors, asset-purchasers, debtors 
and other parties in a wide variety of bankruptcy and corporate-restructuring matters and in related 
litigation throughout the United States. He co-authored ABI’s Bankruptcy in Practice, now in its 
Fourth Edition, and Chapter 11-101: The Nuts and Bolts of Chapter 11 Practice CD-Rom. Mr. 
Bernstein is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors, co-chair of the Labor and Benefits Advisory 
Committee of the Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and a former chair of ABI’s La-
bor and Employment Committee. A Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, he has written 
numerous articles, lectured on bankruptcy law topics and been interviewed by major newspapers 
and on television and radio. He has also testified before Congress as an independent expert on the 
status of collective bargaining agreements and retiree and pension benefits in bankruptcy. Mr. Bern-
stein has been recognized as a leading bankruptcy lawyer by numerous publications, including The 
Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers, The Legal 500 
US: Corporate and Finance, Guide to the World’s Leading Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, 
Washington D.C. Super Lawyers, Washingtonian Magazine and Lawdragon 3000 Leading Lawyers 
in America. He received his A.B. from Brandeis University and his J.D. from Northwestern School 
of Law.

Harold J. Bordwin is co-president of GA Keen Realty Advisors and CEO of GAC Strategic Ad-
visors, LLC in New York, where he focuses on developing and implementing strategic real estate 
and corporate finance plans for clients, including real estate analysis, acquisitions and dispositions; 
lease modifications and terminations; and corporate finance and capital markets services. Previ-
ously, he was a principal of KPMG LLP and president of Keen Consultants, where he worked 
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for 19 years. Prior to that, he was an associate with Los Angeles law firms Stroock & Stroock & 
Lavan and McKenna, Conner and Cuneo. Mr. Bordwin has helped negotiate the sales of hundreds 
of properties, leaseholds and businesses nationwide, provided specialized valuation services, and 
provided in-depth workout services for retailers, financial institutions and corporate clients. He has 
also testified as an expert before the Judiciary Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives, and 
he has been quoted in articles for The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, USA Today and 
various trade publications. Mr. Bordwin received his B.A. from Wesleyan University and his J.D. 
from Georgetown University.

C.R. “Chip” Bowles is a partner in the law firm of Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP in Louisville, 
Ky., where he concentrates his practice in the areas of distressed-asset sales, professional compen-
sation, representation of non-attorney professionals, and debtor and creditor rights. Prior to serving 
as law clerk to Hon. Henry H. Dickinson, he was an associate with the law firm of Porter, Wright, 
Morris and Author in Cincinnati. Mr. Bowles is a past ABI director (2008-13), and is vice chair of 
ABI’s National Ethics Task Force and chair of its Fee and Retention subcommittee. Mr. Bowles was 
also the chair of ABI’s Chapter 11 Professional Fee Study, formerly served as co-chair of the Profes-
sional Compensation Committee and was a contributing editor of the ABI Journal’s Straight-and-
Narrow column. He currently co-chairs ABI’s Individual Chapter 11 Study and is a board member 
of the American Board of Certification. Mr. Bowles lectures and writes extensively on bankruptcy 
law and authored ABI’s book Getting Paid: Retention and Compensation in Bankruptcy Cases—A 
Guide for Non-Attorney Professionals and the Attorneys Who Represent Them, now in its Second 
Edition. He is also a past editor of The Broken Bench and Bar, the newsletter of the Kentucky Bar 
Association’s Bankruptcy Section.

Scott K. Brown is a partner with Lewis Roca Rothgerber LLP in Phoenix. He is a member of the 
Bars of Arizona and Maricopa County and of ABI, for which he is an associate editor of the ABI 
Journal and a former co-chair of ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Committee. A contributing editor to 
Chapter 73, “Setoff,” Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice, 3d Ed., Mr. Brown has also published 
various articles in the Norton Bankruptcy Law Adviser, is a humor columnist for the National Law 
Journal and founded the Chapter 8 Humor column in the ABI Journal. He served as a law clerk to 
Hon. Leif M. Clark, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge, Western District of Texas, and received his B.A. in 
history from Brigham Young University in 1997 and his J.D. from Brigham Young University’s J. 
Reuben Clark Law School in 2000.

Kenneth A. Buckfire is CEO, managing director and co-founder of Miller Buckfire & Co., LLC in 
New York and has advised clients in a broad range of industries (including energy, food products, 
building products, broadcasting and information services), as well as managed principal invest-
ments in distressed companies and the utility industry. Prior to founding Miller Buckfire, he was a 
managing director at Dresdner Kleinwort Wasserstein and served as co-head of the firm’s financial 
restructuring group specializing in the restructuring and refinancing of highly leveraged compa-
nies. Before joining DrKW, Mr. Buckfire was a senior vice president at Lehman Brothers Inc. He 
is on the board of advisors of the Zell-Lurie Institute at the University of Michigan and has been a 
director and co-founder of several public and private corporations. Mr. Buckfire received his B.A. 
in economics and philosophy from the University of Michigan and his M.B.A. from Columbia 
University.
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Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington and 
served as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He also serves as the Bankruptcy Judge representative on the 
Third Circuit Judicial Council. He previously served as a U.S. bankruptcy judge for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania, began his legal career clerking for Hon. Thomas M. Twardowski, then 
served as clerk of court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Judge Carey is a member of the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, sits on ABI’s Board of Directors and is president of the 
Turnaround Management Association. In addition, he is a member of the Judicial Conference Com-
mittee on Space and Facilities and the Council’s Facilities and Security Committee, and he is a part-
time adjunct professor at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law and St. John’s University’s 
LL.M. in Bankruptcy program. Judge Carey is a contributing author to the Collier Forms Manual 
and Collier on Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. 
from Villanova University School of Law.

Richard P. Carmody is the principal bankruptcy lawyer in the Birmingham, Ala., office of Adams 
and Reese LLP, where he focuses on representing secured lenders in the structuring and workout 
of lending transactions, including bankruptcy court litigation on a wide variety of issues. He also 
represents purchasers and sellers of distressed assets both inside and outside of bankruptcy. Mr. 
Carmody has served as the initial chair of the Alabama State Bar Section on Bankruptcy and Com-
mercial Law and is a member of the Alabama Law Institute’s committees for the revision of the 
UCC (Articles 3, 4, 4A, 5 and 9). He served for six years as founding co-chair of the ABI Ethics 
Committee and later as committee newsletter editor. He is also a director of the American Board 
of Certification and a member of the Standards Committee. Mr. Carmody is Board Certified in 
Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy (for which he directs the College’s Foundation and is a member of its Pro 
Bono Committee). In 2012, ABI presented Mr. Carmody with its Membership Achievement Award. 
In addition to lecturing frequently on bankruptcy and commercial law topics, he is also co-author 
of Corporate Law for the HealthCare Provider: Organization, Operation, Merger and Bankruptcy, 
part of the National Health Lawyers Association FOCUS series. Prior to law school, Mr. Carmody 
served eight years as an officer in the U.S. Army Field Artillery, including two tours in Vietnam. He 
received his B.A. in finance from the University of Illinois and his J.D. from Vanderbilt University 
School of Law.

Hon. Shelley C. Chapman was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of 
New York in New York on March 5, 2010. Previously, she was a partner in the Business Reorgani-
zation and Restructuring Department of Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP, where she represented both 
creditors and debtors in major business reorganizations and restructurings as Willkie’s first female 
partner. She served on the firm’s Professional Personnel Committee and Pro Bono Committee, and 
founded its Women’s Professional Development Committee. With more than 25 years of experience 
as a litigator and bankruptcy practitioner, Judge Chapman was named one of the country’s leading 
restructuring professionals by the K&A Restructuring Register from 2003-05 and has played major 
roles in many of the country’s largest bankruptcies. Prior to joining Willkie in 2001, Judge Chap-
man was a partner at Sidley & Austin and served as an adjunct professor at Brooklyn Law School 
from 1985-86. Judge Chapman is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and served on 
the Educational Program Committee for NCBJ 2012. Prior to her appointment, she served on the 
Executive Committee of the UJA-Federation of New York’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization Group 
and on the Advisory Board of ABI’s New York City Bankruptcy Conference, and she has been ac-
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tive in Cornell University and Harvard Law School alumni affairs. Judge Chapman received her 
J.D. from Harvard Law School cum laude and served as an editor of the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil 
Liberties Law Review.

Candy Chung is with Deloitte CRG in Los Angeles, where she assists clients with financial and 
strategic analyses and financial models. A few of Ms. Chung’s notable engagements include provid-
ing financial advisory services to a $150 million technology company, for which she developed 13-
week cash-flow forecasts, managed cash disbursements, and oversaw receivables to facilitate the 
liquidation of the company. In addition, she led a five-year strategic plan for a $3 billion nutriceuti-
cals company, where she developed financial statements and built sales/expense targets. Ms. Chung 
has also designed an integrated financial model for a $150 million consumer products company to 
improve forecasting processes; developed daily sales trends and forecasts, facilitated budget and 
forecast processes, and monitored OPEX and CAPEX for a $120 million retail company; and as-
sessed the business plan, financial projections and overall ethanol market for a corn oil extraction 
company. She is a graduate of the University of Southern California’s Marshall School of Business, 
where she serves as a student mentor.

Zack A. Clement is a partner with Fulbright & Jaworski LLP in Houston, where he assists clients 
in purchasing troubled assets, lending to troubled companies, investing in troubled companies as 
they come out of bankruptcy, restructuring troubled companies and dealing with a variety of litiga-
tion arising from financial difficulty. Mr. Clement focuses in the industries of infrastructure, mining, 
commodities, energy and transportation. He received his A.B. cum laude in public and international 
affairs from Princeton University in 1970 and his J.D. from the University of Virginia School of 
Law in 1975.

Hon. Daniel P. Collins is a Bankruptcy Judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of 
Arizona in Phoenix, appointed Jan. 18, 2013. Previously, he was a shareholder with the law firm 
of Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & Gillespie, P.C., in downtown Phoenix, practicing primarily in 
the areas of bankruptcy, commercial litigation and commercial transactions. Judge Collins served 
on the State Bar of Arizona’s Subcommittee on the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act. He was also 
the 1995-96 chairman of the Bankruptcy Section of the State of Arizona and was a lawyer repre-
sentative to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge Collins is a frequent speaker on such topics 
as professionalism and civility, fraudulent transfers, discharge litigation, trial practice, reaffirma-
tion agreements, the intersection of bankruptcy and marital dissolution, receiverships, bankruptcy 
sales, bankruptcy claims classification, trustee representation, pensions in bankruptcy, bankruptcy 
appeals and debtor/creditor law. He is a member of ABI, the National Association of Bankruptcy 
Trustees, the State Bar of Arizona and the Maricopa County Bar Association, and currently serves 
on the board of the Federal Bar Association’s Phoenix Chapter. He is also member of the University 
of Arizona Law School Board of Visitors and was one of the founders of the Arizona Bankruptcy 
American Inns of Court. Judge Collins received both his B.S. in finance and accounting in 1980 and 
his J.D. in 1983 from the University of Arizona.

Hon. Katherine A. Constantine is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Minnesota based in 
Minneapolis. Prior to her appointment, she was a partner in the Finance and Restructuring Depart-
ment of Dorsey & Whitney LLP, for which she chaired its Bankruptcy and Restructuring Practice 
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Group in Minneapolis. Judge Constantine has represented a variety of different parties in the bank-
ruptcy process. She is a frequent lecturer has been named “Best Lawyer” and won other awards for 
her legal work. Judge Constantine received her undergraduate degree cum laude from Georgetown 
University School of Foreign Service in 1977 and her J.D. from the Georgetown Law Center in 
1980. 

Michael V. Cordasco is a managing director with FTI Consulting, Inc. in New York, where he 
provides restructuring advice to companies, lenders and other creditors in both chapter 11 proceed-
ings and out-of-court workouts. He has worked with public and private companies in a number of 
industries including financial services, automotive, media, telecom, and consumer products and 
distribution, and is certified as a CDBV, CIRA, CPA and CTP. Mr. Cordasco received his B.S. in 
accounting from Fairfield University.

James H. Cossitt is an attorney in Kalispell, Mont., and has practiced since 1999 in the areas of 
bankruptcy and workouts, business and commercial litigation and construction law. He began his 
career in insolvency law as a bankruptcy attorney with the FDIC, serving as a chapter 7 panel 
trustee from 1988-95 and as a chapter 11 trustee from 1997 to 2000. Mr. Cossitt is Board Certified 
by the American Board of Certification in both Business and Consumer Bankruptcy Law. As chair 
of the Best Practices Working Group of the Ad Hoc Committee on Bankruptcy Court Structure and 
Insolvency Process, Mr. Cossitt supervised the publication of “Working Paper: Best Practices for 
Debtors’ Attorneys,” 64 Bus. Law 79. (2008), which was a follow-up to an earlier report by the Task 
Force entitled, “Attorney Liability under Section 707(b)(4) of the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention 
and Consumer Protection Act of 2005,” 61 Bus. Law. 697 (2006). A frequent speaker on bankruptcy 
and related topics, Mr. Cossitt was a member of a task force of U.S. bankruptcy judges, law profes-
sors and others who consulted with the Slovak Parliament in Bratislava, Slovakia, in 1993 on a new 
bankruptcy law and the country’s transition to a market economy. Mr. Cossitt received his B.A. with 
distinction from Iowa State University and his J.D. from the University of Iowa College of Law.

John Crane is a partner with Aldridge | Connors LLP in Atlanta, where he focuses on bankruptcy, 
loss mitigation, REO, eviction and other areas of the default servicing industry. His areas of ex-
pertise include bankruptcy law, creditor rights, foreclosure law, property law, Fair Debt Collection 
Practices Act, Truth-in-Lending, RESPA, mortgage regulatory compliance, banking regulations and 
FCRA. Mr. Crane co-chairs the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees Mortgage Committee. 
He received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Tennessee and his J.D. from Mississippi 
College School of Law.

Melanie L. Cyganowski is chair of Otterbourg P.C.’s Insolvency Litigation & Fiduciary Appoint-
ments Group in New York, where her practice focuses on insolvency and bankruptcy litigation. She 
is also an active mediator and serves as an expert on U.S. bankruptcy law in international insolven-
cies. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Cyganowski served as chief judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Eastern District of New York, appointed to the bench on March 1, 1993, and subsequently 
appointed as chief judge on Nov. 29, 2005. She previously served as law clerk to Hon. Charles L. 
Brieant of the U.S. District Court of the Southern District of New York before joining Sullivan & 
Cromwell as an associate in the firm’s litigation department. Ms. Cyganowski then served as a se-
nior attorney in the litigation department at Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy. She has authored 
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numerous articles and is active in the commercial and federal litigation section of the New York 
State Bar Association as chair of its Executive Committee’s Nominating Committee and as co-chair 
of its Special Task Force on Courts. Ms. Cyganowski has also been appointed as special master in 
a national federal securities class action, as referee in the largest commercial foreclosure in New 
York City and as receiver in an SDNY federal court action, where she marshaled more than $13.5 
million for the benefit of the plaintiffs in less than one month. She is a member of the National 
Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and a Fellow of the American and New York State Bar Founda-
tions. She is also a member of the ABA and sits on the Advisory Board of ABI’s and Georgetown 
University Law Center’s Views from the Bench program. Ms. Cyganowski is an adjunct professor 
at St. John’s University School of Law in its LL.M. in Bankruptcy program and is a commentator 
on Fox Business News. She graduated magna cum laude from the State University of New York at 
Buffalo School of Law in 1981.

Natalie B. Daghbandan is an associate with Bryan Cave LLP in Irvine, Calif., where her practice 
focuses on bankruptcy and restructuring with an emphasis on financial reorganization, loan work-
outs, receiverships and adversary proceedings involving federal and state law claims. Ms. Dagh-
bandan has worked on a variety of bankruptcy and restructuring-related matters and represents 
debtors, secured and unsecured creditors and other parties in bankruptcy, insolvency, liens and 
commercial law. She received her B.A. from the University of Central Florida in 2007 and her J.D. 
magna cum laude from the University of Miami, where she was a member of the Order of the Coif.

Stephen B. Darr is a senior managing director in the Boston office of Mesirow Financial Con-
sulting, LLC and Mesirow Financial Interim Management, LLC, and has more than 30 years of 
experience providing financial consulting services to business organizations experiencing signifi-
cant financial and operating difficulties. He has advised debtors in possession, secured creditors, 
unsecured creditors’ committees, bondholders and other parties-in-interest. Mr. Darr has served as 
interim management in a variety of industries both in and out of bankruptcy and has served in a 
number of fiduciary roles, including as chapter 11 trustee, examiner, chapter 7 panel trustee and as-
signee for the benefit of creditors (or has advised parties serving in those capacities). His industry 
experience includes health care, pharmaceuticals, energy, telecommunications, manufacturing, re-
tail, wholesale, distribution and professional services. Mr. Darr is a CPA and a Certified Insolvency 
and Reorganization Advisor, and he is certified in financial forensics and distressed business valua-
tion. He received his B.B.A. from Boston College and his M.B.A. from the University of Chicago.

Scott J. Davido is a senior managing director in FTI Consulting, Inc.’s Corporate Finance/Restruc-
turing practice in Houston. He has more than 25 years of experience serving in a variety of roles as 
a “C” level interim and full-time executive and advisor. In this capacity, he has led finance, account-
ing and operation functions for entities undergoing financial or operational transitions in a variety 
of industries, including energy, health care and retail. He is familiar with all aspects of corporate 
transitions and turnarounds, both in and out of court. Mr. Davido received his B.S. in accounting 
from Case Western Reserve University and his J.D. from Case Western Reserve University School 
of Law.

Hon. Mary Grace Diehl is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlan-
ta, appointed in February 2004. Prior to taking the bench, she was a partner in the litigation section 
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of Troutman Sanders LLP and chaired its Bankruptcy Practice Group. Judge Diehl has chaired the 
bankruptcy sections of both the Atlanta Bar Association and the State Bar of Georgia, and she is a 
Fellow in and a member of the Board of Directors of the American College of Bankruptcy. She was 
also president of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute and chaired the Women in the Profes-
sion Committee of the Atlanta Bar Association. Judge Diehl received the “Woman of the Year in 
Restructuring Award” in 2008 from the International Women in Restructuring Confederation. In 
addition, she serves on the Certification Oversight Board for the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion, is treasurer of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, serves on ABI’s Civility Task 
Force, and is a trustee of Canisius College. She was also a member of Emory University’s Board 
of Visitors from 2008-11, where she is currently an adjunct professor of law. Judge Diehl received 
her B.A. summa cum laude from Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., and her J.D. cum laude from 
Harvard Law School.

Todd E. Duffy is an attorney with DuffyAmedeo LLP in New York, where he focuses on com-
plex bankruptcy cases. He has litigated various nonbankruptcy issues in federal courts throughout 
the U.S. and in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. Mr. Duffy is a past chair of the 
Bankruptcy Committee of the New York County Lawyers’ Association. He has represented debtors, 
creditors, creditor committees, ad hoc committees and commercial plaintiffs and defendants. Mr. 
Duffy has also served as trustee to a post-bankruptcy liquidation trust and has represented foreign 
bank interests in the American Courts. He received his J.D. from St. John’s University School of 
Law.

Esther DuVal is a managing director with CBIZ MHM, LLC in New York, where she serves as 
its Corporate Recovery Services co-practice leader. She specializes in creditors’ rights and has a 
background ranging from mid-sized to high-profile bankruptcies. Ms. DuVal is experienced with 
forensic accounting, including fraudulent conveyance litigation, financial fraud investigations and 
white-collar crime. She has served as a court-appointed monitor to establish internal controls and 
manage cash and other assets for troubled companies. In addition, she serves in post-confirmation 
officer roles for various cases and as the financial advisor to various chapter 7 trustees. Ms. DuVal 
received her B.S. from the State University of New York at Buffalo.

Susan K. Ehlers is a partner in Armstrong Teasdale LLP’s Financial and Real Estate Services 
Practice Group in St. Louis, where she focuses on bankruptcy and creditor rights, representing cor-
porate debtors, lenders and creditors. She is a member of the Missouri and Metropolitan St. Louis 
Bar Associations, as well as ABI and the Female Bankruptcy Attorneys for the Eastern District of 
Missouri. Ms. Ehlers received her J.D. from Saint Louis University School of Law in 2000 and her 
B.A. from Indiana University in 1997.

Nan Roberts Eitel is associate general counsel for chapter 11 for the Executive Office for U.S. 
Trustees (EOUST) in Washington, D.C. Working with other members of the General Counsel’s 
office, Ms. Eitel is responsible for handling all chapter 11 cases supervised by the U.S. Trustee 
Program (USTP). She advises the USTP’s 95 field offices and 21 regions on complex chapter 11 
issues, and coordinates with the EOUST to develop and promote consistent positions on chapter 11 
issues significant to the USTP. Before joining the EOUST, Ms. Eitel was a partner in the law firm 
of Jones Walker, where she practiced in bankruptcy and commercial litigation for 21 years. Ms. 
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Eitel received her J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law and her B.A. cum laude from 
Georgetown University in 1984.

Michael A. Fagone is a member of Bernstein Shur’s Business Restructuring and Insolvency Prac-
tice Group in Portland, Maine, where he helps clients preserve and create value through out-of-
court restructurings and in bankruptcy cases. Although much of his practice involves representing 
of chapter 11 debtors, he also represents secured creditors, creditors’ committees, purchasers and 
receivers. He advises clients in a wide range of related commercial matters, including commercial 
litigation in federal and state courts. Mr. Fagone is certified in business bankruptcy by the American 
Board of Certification. He is recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and by Chambers USA as 
one of the top bankruptcy lawyers in Maine. Mr. Fagone received his B.A. from Amherst College 
and his J.D. summa cum laude from the University of Maine School of Law.

Garrett Fail is a partner in Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Business Finance and Restructuring 
Department in New York, where his practice covers all aspects of domestic and international debt 
restructured, as well as crisis management and corporate governance. He has represented debtors 
and prosecuted the largest chapter 11 cases in history for Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. and its 
affiliates. Mr. Fail has experience representing creditors, buyers and sellers, DIP lenders, investors 
and companies in distress across a number of industries in chapter 11 cases in and out of court. He 
is also a frequent speaker and author. Mr. Fail received his B.S. from Cornell University in 2000 
and his J.D. from New York University School of Law in 2003.

Robert J. Feinstein is managing partner of the New York office of Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones 
LLP, which he opened in 2011. He has represented debtors, creditors’ committees, equity commit-
tees and acquirers in business reorganizations and related litigation. Mr. Feinstein is an adjunct pro-
fessor at St. John’s University School of Law’s LL.M. in Bankruptcy Program and an associate edi-
tor of the Norton Journal of Bankruptcy Law & Practice. He frequently lectures and has authored 
numerous articles on bankruptcy topics, and he is a regular contributor to the Norton Bankruptcy 
Law Advisor and Norton Bankruptcy Law & Practice 2d. Mr. Feinstein received his B.A. from La-
fayette College and his J.D. magna cum laude from Boston University School of Law.

Robert M. Fishman is co-chair of the Bankruptcy, Reorganization and Creditors’ Rights practice 
group at Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC in Chicago, where he focuses on debtor/creditor 
relations and insolvency and bankruptcy, representing a wide range of clients in business cases. He 
has extensive experience in all aspects of bankruptcy cases, including significant representation of 
trustees, debtors in possession, creditors’ and equity committees, secured and unsecured creditors, 
and purchasers of assets and litigants in bankruptcy adversary proceedings. Additionally, he has 
experience in out-of-court workouts, receiverships and assignments for the benefit of creditors. 
Mr. Fishman has represented clients in numerous industries, including health care, telecommunica-
tions, manufacturing, real estate, retail, transportation, agriculture and financial services, and on 
behalf of both plaintiffs and defendants has analyzed, drafted and litigated numerous cases seeking 
the avoidance of preferential transfers and fraudulent conveyances. Mr. Fishman was the court-
appointed special mediator in the Lauth Investment Properties cases. He has been an ABI member 
since 1986 and served as its vice president of education (1992-96), president (1997-98) and chair-
man (1999-2000). He was elected a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy in 1998 and 



AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

1331

currently serves on its Board of Regents as the representative of the Seventh Circuit. Mr. Fishman 
received his B.A. from the University of Illinois and his J.D. from George Washington University 
School of Law.

Gabriel Fried is the founder and managing member of Hilco Streambank in Needham, Mass., 
where he has taken the lead role in the liquidation of the IP assets of retailers, as well as automo-
tive sheet metal suppliers. Previously, he worked as a consultant to other IP consulting firms and 
as a managing director at XRoads Solutions Group. Mr. Fried received his undergraduate degree 
from the University of Massachusetts and his master’s degree in economics from the University of 
Illinois.

Prof. Jessica D. Gabel is an assistant professor of law at Georgia State University College of Law 
in Atlanta, where she teaches courses on bankruptcy and scientific and forensic evidence. Prior to 
joining Georgia State, she clerked for Hon. Peter T. Fay, Circuit Judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Eleventh Circuit. Prof. Gabel consults on various criminal and bankruptcy matters, and has 
engaged in numerous pro bono criminal defense representations at the request of public defender 
offices. While practicing in San Francisco, she taught evidence, forensic evidence and bankruptcy 
as an adjunct professor at the University of California Hastings School of Law. Prof. Gabel gives 
national and regional presentations on various issues in business law, bankruptcy, trial strategy, 
criminal law and forensic science, and she writes on a wide range of topics, including the validity 
of forensic evidence, DNA accuracy, trial and jury tactics, international human rights, bioethics, 
bankruptcy reform and international bankruptcy. She is the author of Law of Lender Liability and 
co-author of ABI’s Bankruptcy Appeals Manual: Winning Your Bankruptcy Appeal, Second Edi-
tion. She also serves as the vice-chair of membership for the ABA Business Bankruptcy Committee, 
and in 2009 the committee presented her with the Kathryn R. Heidt Memorial Award for continuing 
Heidt’s legacy of scholarship, leadership and service in the American Bar Association. She received 
her J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Miami School of Law and graduated summa cum 
laude from the University of Central Florida. While in law school, she co-founded and served as 
the executive director for the Wrongful Convictions Project, which assists defendants with claims 
of actual innocence.

Hon. Rosemary Gambardella was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge on May 3, 1985, in the 
District of New Jersey in Newark, becoming the first woman to serve on its bankruptcy court, 
where she oversees an array of commercial and consumer bankruptcy cases. From 1980-85, she 
was senior staff counsel to Hugh M. Leonard, then U.S. Trustee for the Districts of New Jersey and 
Delaware. Judge Gambardella served as Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District 
of New Jersey from Aug. 12, 1998, to Aug. 11, 2005. She is a member of the Lawyers Advisory 
Committee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey, a member and former presi-
dent of the New Jersey Bankruptcy Inn of Court and a member of the Bankruptcy Committee of the 
Third Circuit Task Force on Equal Treatment in the Courts - Gender Commission. In addition, she 
is a member of the National Association of Women Judges, the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges, ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, and is a former member of the Bank-
ruptcy Judges Advisory Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. Judge Gambardella 
was the bankruptcy judge representative to the Judicial Conference of the United States (2009-11) 
and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She received her B.A. in history in 1976 
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from Rutgers University, where she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. After receiving her J.D. from 
Rutgers Law School-Newark in 1979, Judge Gambardella served as law clerk to the late Chief 
Bankruptcy Judge Vincent J. Commisa from 1979-80.

Rand L. Gelber is the founder of the Law Office of Rand L. Gelber in Rockville, Md., where 
he represents individuals, businesses and institutions in a variety of legal matters and capacities. 
He received his B.A. in economics from the University of Notre Dame in 1978 and his J.D. from 
Southwestern University School of Law in 1981.

Craig M. Geno is a member of The Law Offices of Craig M. Geno, PLLC in Ridgeland, Miss., 
where his practice consists of representing secured and unsecured creditors, unsecured creditors’ 
committees, chapter 11 debtors in possession and bankruptcy trustees in chapter 7 and 11 cases. He 
was previously a partner at Harris Jernigan & Geno, PLLC. Mr. Geno is a member of the American, 
Mississippi and Federal Bar Associations and the Mississippi Bankruptcy Conference. He is also 
a member of ABI, the Business Bankruptcy Subcommittee of the Section of Business Law of the 
American Bar Association, and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Geno is a Fellow in 
the American College of Bankruptcy. He is certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American 
Board of Certification and serves on its Board of Directors. In addition, Mr. Geno is a frequent 
writer and lecturer on various bankruptcy topics. He received his liberal arts and law degrees from 
the University of Mississippi and served on the Moot Court Board while in law school.

Joseph M. Geraghty is a senior managing director in Conway MacKenzie’s Birmingham, Mich., 
office, where he specializes in turnaround and crisis management, insolvency and bankruptcy mat-
ters, mergers and acquisitions, operational reviews and interim executive management. He has 
directed, managed and led the restructuring and turnaround of companies with sales ranging from 
lower-middle-market to more than $1 billion in revenues. Mr. Geraghty has more than 23 years of 
financial and operational experience, is a Certified Turnaround Professional and is a member of the 
Turnaround Management Association, American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Asso-
ciation of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors and TriState Association for Corporate Renewal. 
He is also a board member of the Dayton and Montgomery County Port Authority. Mr. Geraghty 
received his B.S. in business administration from the University of Dayton.

Katie Goodman is a managing partner with Grisanti, Galef & Goldress LLC in Atlanta, where she 
works with public and private companies, focusing on middle-market firms in the Southeast. She 
focuses on finance, mergers and acquisitions and operations, and often assumes the role of director 
of reorganizations or restructuring officer for companies with private-equity funding. Ms. Goodman 
has worked in a variety of industries and received one of M&A Advisor’s “40 Under 40 M&A Advi-
sor Recognition Awards” in the turnaround professional category (October 2013). She received her 
B.A. from Lancaster University and her M.B.A. summa cum laude from Georgia State University.

Robert D. Gordon is a member of Clark Hill PLC’s Corporate Restructuring & Bankruptcy Prac-
tice Group in Birmingham, Mich., where he focuses his practice in the areas of corporate reorgani-
zation, bankruptcy and insolvency-related matters, debtor and creditor rights, workouts and related 
commercial litigation. He has broad experience representing various parties in interest in bank-
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ruptcy and other judicial proceedings and in out-of-court workouts and restructurings, spanning a 
variety of industries and business segments, including automotive, manufacturing, retail, telecom-
munications, aviation and real estate. Mr. Gordon represents distressed companies, vendors and 
trade creditors, creditors’ committees, lenders and other secured parties, purchasers of assets, insur-
ance carriers, landlords, tenants, equipment lessors and trustees and liquidating agents in complex 
matters. He also regularly represents parties in fraudulent transfer actions, preference actions and 
other commercial and bankruptcy-related litigation. He has argued cases before numerous courts, 
including the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Gordon is certified in Business Bankruptcy Law 
by the American Board of Certification and has lectured on numerous bankruptcy and creditors’ 
rights topics for Michigan’s Institute of Continuing Legal Education, ABI, Original Equipment 
Suppliers Association and other organizations. From 2007-08, he was selected by Michigan Super 
Lawyers as a leading bankruptcy attorney, and from 2007-08, he was featured along with other 
leading restructuring professionals in roundtable articles on the automotive industry published by 
Financier Worldwide.

Neil C. Gordon is a partner in the bankruptcy and reorganization department at Arnall Golden 
Gregory LLP in Atlanta. For nearly 30 years, he has focused primarily on bankruptcy, business 
reorganization, fraud investigations and creditors’ rights. Mr. Gordon chaired the Bankruptcy Law 
Section of the Atlanta Bar Association from 1992-93 and has been a panel trustee since 1994, ad-
ministering approximately 25,000 chapter 7 and 11 cases. He was first elected to the Board of the 
National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees in 2000 and currently serves as its president. He is 
also on the editorial board of the journal of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees. Mr. 
Gordon has authored or co-authored more than 50 scholarly articles and book chapters on bank-
ruptcy law-related topics and has been a speaker at more than 50 seminars throughout the country. 
He co-chairs ABI’s Legislation Committee and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. 
After graduating from the University of Georgia’s Lumpkin School of Law in 1979, Mr. Gordon 
served for two years as a law clerk in Atlanta for U.S. District Court Judge Robert L. Vining, Jr.

Prof. Brook E. Gotberg is an Academic Fellow at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, 
where she teaches courses on bankruptcy and secured transactions at the J. Reuben Clark Law 
School. Prior to entering academia, she clerked for Hon. Milan D. Smith, Jr. and Hon. Thomas B. 
Donovan. Prof. Gotberg has also practiced commercial law in Los Angeles with Sullivan & Crom-
well LLP. She has written articles dealing with both consumer and business bankruptcy, focusing on 
the tensions between bankruptcy administration and policy. Professor Gotberg is a member of the 
California Bar. She received her B.A. from Brigham Young University and her J.D. from Harvard 
Law School.

Lawrence C. Gottlieb is a lawyer with Cooley LLP in New York, where he chairs its bankrupt-
cy and restructuring practice and is a member of its management committee. He practices in the 
field of creditors’ rights, bankruptcy and workouts, and has represented debtors and committees in 
chapter 11 reorganizations and out-of-court workouts throughout most of the country, as well as 
parties in Canadian insolvencies. Mr. Gottlieb has handled matters involving a broad array of busi-
nesses, including retail apparel, luggage, software, furniture, sporting goods, telecom, tools, drug, 
construction, food industry and giftware. Previously, he was a senior partner with the nationally 
recognized boutique bankruptcy firm of Siegel, Sommers & Schwartz LLP. Mr. Gottlieb regularly 
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addresses creditor groups, corporate credit departments, credit associations and other professional 
groups regarding creditors’ rights and bankruptcy matters. In addition, he recently testified in front 
of the House of Representatives’ Committee on the Judiciary’s Subcommittee on Commercial and 
Administrative Law as an expert on chapter 11 bankruptcies. He received his B.A. from Brown 
University and his J.D. with honors from George Washington University Law School.

Hon. Kevin Gross is Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware in 
Wilmington. He was initially appointed as bankruptcy judge on March 13, 2006, and became chief 
judge on July 1, 2011. Previously, he practiced general litigation, representing shareholders, and 
was a director of Rosenthal, Monhait & Goddess PA in Wilmington, Del., which he joined in 1985. 
He most recently served as an ombudsman for the U.S. District Court from 1977-2006 and was a 
member of the Board of Professional Responsibility of the Delaware Supreme Court from 2005-
06. He was also the chair of the Advisory Committee for the U.S. District Court of Delaware from 
1995-2005. Judge Gross has been listed several times in The Best Lawyers of America and was 
awarded the first annual Caleb R. Layton III Service Award by the district court in 1996. He clerked 
for the Delaware Court of Chancery after receiving his bachelor’s degree in psychology from the 
University of Delaware in 1974 and his J.D. in 1977 from American University Washington Col-
lege of Law, where he was a member of its law review.

Hon. Bruce A. Harwood is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of New Hampshire in Man-
chester, appointed in March 2013. Prior to his appointment, he chaired the Bankruptcy, Insolvency 
and Creditors’ Rights Group at Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in Manchester, N.H., representing 
business debtors, asset-purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees, trustees 
in bankruptcy, and insurance and banking regulators in connection with the rehabilitation and liqui-
dation of insolvent insurers and trust companies. He was also a chapter 7 panel trustee in the District 
of New Hampshire and mediated disputes arising in debtor/creditor relations. Judge Harwood was 
program co-chair of ABI’s Northeast Bankruptcy Conference for four years, served on ABI’s Board 
of Directors (Communication, Information and Technology Committee) and was Northeast Re-
gional Chair of the ABI Endowment Fund’s Development Committee. He is a Fellow in the Ameri-
can College of Bankruptcy and was recognized in the bankruptcy law section of the Best Lawyers in 
America for more than 10 years and in New England Super Lawyers, as well as by Chambers USA 
with a “Band 1” ranking in the field of corporate/commercial bankruptcy. Judge Harwood received 
his B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from Washington University School of Law.

Ariane R. Holtschlag is an associate attorney with the Law Office of William J. Factor in Chicago, 
where she represents debtors and creditors, chapter 7 trustees and small businesses in chapter 7 
and chapter 11. She is a leader of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee and the Advisory Board 
for ABI’s Chicago Consumer Bankruptcy Conference. Ms. Holtschlag has spoken at several bank-
ruptcy education programs and also volunteers for CARE, speaking regularly to high school stu-
dents about credit and bankruptcy. She received her undergraduate degree from Illinois Wesleyan 
University and her J.D. from the University of Iowa.

Hon. Jeffery P. Hopkins is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio in Cincin-
nati, appointed in 1996 and reappointed in 2010. He previously served as a law clerk in the Ohio 
Court of Appeals and practiced law at Squire, Sanders & Dempsey. He has also been an Assistant 
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U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Ohio and an adjunct professor at U.C. College of Law, 
and was appointed by U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice William Rehnquist to the Federal Judicial 
Center’s Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education in 2003 and the Advisory Com-
mittee on Bankruptcy Rules in 2007. Judge Hopkins received the 2010 Hon. William K. Thomas 
Distinguished Jurist Award from Moritz College of Law. He is a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy, a member of the American Law Institute, an ABI Board member and a past president 
of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. In addition to being an active member of the 
Cincinnati Bar Association and the Black Lawyers Association of Cincinnati, Judge Hopkins also 
serves on several U.S. Judicial Conference committees and a number of law and community-im-
provement nonprofit agencies. He received his A.B. from Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine, 
and his J.D. from Ohio State University’s Michael E. Moritz College of Law.

Hon. Barbara J. Houser is the Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
Dallas. Upon graduation from law school, she joined Locke, Purnell, Boren, Laney & Neeley in 
Dallas and became a shareholder in 1985. Judge Houser then joined Sheinfeld, Maley & Kay PC 
in 1988 as the shareholder in charge of the Dallas office until she was sworn in as a bankruptcy 
judge on Jan. 20, 2000. In 1998, the National Law Journal named her one of the 50 most influen-
tial women lawyers in America. She was elected a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy 
in 1994 and currently serves as one of its vice presidents. She was also elected to membership in 
the National Bankruptcy Conference in 1996 and serves as a member of its Executive Committee. 
Judge Houser served as president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges from 2009-
10. In 2011, she received the Distinguished Alumni Award for Judicial Service from the Dedman 
School of Law at Southern Methodist University, where she has been a visiting professor of law 
teaching creditors’ rights. She currently serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and is a contributing au-
thor to Collier on Bankruptcy (15th Ed.) and the Collier Bankruptcy Manual (3d Ed.). She received 
her undergraduate degree with high distinction from the University of Nebraska and her J.D. from 
Southern Methodist University Law School, where she was editor of its law review.

David W. Houston, IV is a partner with Burr & Forman LLP in Nashville, Tenn., where he practices 
in the firm’s Creditors’ Rights and Bankruptcy group. He concentrates on commercial bankruptcy 
matters, including the representation of secured and unsecured creditors, committees, defendants in 
preference actions, corporate debtors and parties involved in out-of-court restructurings, including 
the representation of lenders initiating receiverships in federal and state courts. Mr. Houston has 
been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America in the area of bankruptcy law since 2010 and is 
a member of the Turnaround Management Association. He is a former advisory board member of 
ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop and is a former co-chair of ABI’s Ethics and Professional 
Compensation Committee, as well as past director of the Mid-South Commercial Law Institute. He 
is also a past chair of the executive council for the Tennessee Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, 
past chair of the Nashville Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Court Committee and past chair of its lo-
cal rules subcommittee. Mr. Houston is licensed in Tennessee and Mississippi. He earned his J.D. 
and his B.P.A. in criminal justice administration from the University of Mississippi.

Hon. Kevin R. Huennekens was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of 
Virginia in Richmond on Sept. 11, 2006. Prior to his appointment, Judge Huennekens was a partner 
with the firm of Kutak Rock LLP. He also served as a panel trustee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
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for the Eastern District of Virginia (1988-2006) and was co-editor of the Virginia CLE publication 
Bankruptcy Practice in Virginia (2004 and 2008). Judge Huennekens is a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy and a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and ABI. 
He was also recognized in Who’s Who Legal USA in Insolvency and Restructuring and The Inter-
national Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring in 2006, and was listed in the Best Lawyers in 
America from 1995-2006. He is a planning committee member of the Annual Mid-Atlantic Institute 
on Bankruptcy and Reorganization Practice and has also been a speaker at Virginia CLE courses on 
basic and advanced bankruptcy. He received his B.A. from the College of William & Mary and his 
J.D. from the Marshall-Wythe School of Law at the College of William & Mary, where he was a 
member of the Order of the Coif and its law review and has been an adjunct professor of law.

Hon. Laurel M. Isicoff has been a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida in 
Miami since Feb. 13, 2006. Previously, she specialized in commercial bankruptcy, foreclosure, 
bankruptcy and SEC receiverships involving Ponzi schemes and workout matters, both as a transac-
tional attorney and as a litigator, for 14 years with the law firm of Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton 
after practicing for eight years with Squire Sanders & Dempsey. She holds an AV rating from Mar-
tindale-Hubbell and has been recognized several times in The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers 
USA “America’s Leading Lawyers for Business” and “2005 Client’s Guide” by Chambers & Part-
ners (as a leading individual in the field of bankruptcy), and as a “Top Lawyer” in South Florida 
by The Florida Trend. She was inducted into the American College of Bankruptcy in March 2006 
and was recently appointed to serve as a director of the American College of Bankruptcy Founda-
tion. Judge Isicoff is a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association (BBA) of the Southern 
District of Florida and chaired the BBA’s Pro Bono Task Force prior to her judicial appointment. 
She taught the inaugural year of the Bankruptcy Assistance Clinic at St. Thomas Law School, a 
program that she helped design and for which she served as a student mentor, and she also served as 
a student mentor to the University of Miami School of Law bankruptcy clinic. Judge Isicoff speaks 
extensively on bankruptcy and pro bono service topics around the country, as well as to high school 
and college students in the Miami area on financial literacy. She clerked for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson 
at the Florida Third District Court of Appeals before entering private practice with Squire Sanders 
& Dempsey. Judge Isicoff received her J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law in 1982.

Leon S. Jones is a founding partner of the law firm of Jones & Walden, LLC in Atlanta, where 
he concentrates his practice in the areas of commercial litigation and bankruptcy, and represents 
debtors and creditors in both consumer and commercial cases. He also represents trustees, credi-
tors’ committees and other fiduciaries in bankruptcy-related litigation. Mr. Jones received his A.B. 
in 1985 and his J.D. in 1988 from the University of Georgia.

David R. Jury is an associate general counsel with the United Steelworkers in its legal depart-
ment in Pittsburgh. He has worked for the United Steelworkers since 1996, and for most of that 
period has supervised the union’s bankruptcy practice. As a result, he has represented the United 
Steelworkers in bankruptcy cases throughout the U.S. in the steel, aluminum, mining, auto parts, 
rubber, paper and forestry, oil and chemical, and glass industries. Mr. Jury is a member of the AFL-
CIO Lawyers’ Coordinating Committee and has been a frequent speaker on bankruptcy, pension 
and retiree benefit topics. He also testified before the Senate HELP Committee in October 2009 on 
pension protection and bankruptcy issues. Mr. Jury received his B.A. summa cum laude in political 
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science from Duquesne University and his J.D. with honors from the George Washington Univer-
sity Law School.

Eve H. Karasik is a senior shareholder of Stutman, Treister & Glatt PC in Los Angeles, where 
she focuses on the representation of operating debtors in chapter 11 cases, as well as creditor and 
equity committees. Ms. Karasik is the author of “A Normative Analysis of Disclosure, Privacy, 
and Computers: The State Cases,” 10 Computer/L.J. 603, 1990, and co-chairs ABI’s Bankruptcy 
Battleground West conference. She is also a member of the State Bar of California’s Business Law 
Section of its Insolvency Law Committee, the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s Commercial 
Law and Bankruptcy Section, the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confedera-
tion (IWIRC), the Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles and California Women Lawyers. 
She has also been recognized as a “Southern California Super Lawyer” and in The Best Lawyers in 
America. Ms. Karasik received her B.A. in history with high honors from the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley and her J.D. from the University of Southern California, where she was admitted to 
the Order of the Coif. In addition, she served as the managing editor of the University of Southern 
California Computer Law and Major Tax Planning journals.

Mark S. Kaufman is a partner with McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP in Atlanta, where he repre-
sents secured creditors, lenders, investors and committees, as well as debtors in chapter 11 cases. 
He co-chairs the firm’s Municipal Reform & Innovation practice and advises financially distressed 
municipalities, special-purpose districts and related government entities. Mr. Kaufman has served 
as president of the Bankruptcy Section of the Atlanta Bar Association and the Southeastern Bank-
ruptcy Law Institute, and was recognized from 2006-13 in The Best Lawyers in America, in the 
2013 edition of International Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, and from 2003-
13 in Chambers’ USA’s “Guide to America’s Leading Lawyers for Business.” He received his B.S 
with high distinction for Cornell University in 1969 and his J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law 
School in 1973. 

Robert J. Keach is a shareholder with Bernstein Shur in Portland, Maine, where he focuses on the 
representation of various parties in workouts and bankruptcy cases, including debtors, creditors, 
creditors’ committees, lessors and third parties acquiring troubled companies and/or their assets. 
He has appeared as a panelist on national bankruptcy, lender-liability and creditors’ rights pro-
grams, and is the author of several articles on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights that have appeared 
in the ABI Law Review, Commercial Law Journal and ABI Journal. Mr. Keach is a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy and a former ABI president. He currently serves as co-chair of 
the ABI Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, and he is a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the American Board of Certification and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law. He 
has been recognized as a “Star Individual” in Corporate M&A/Bankruptcy in Chambers USA, as 
well as a “New England Super Lawyer,” and is included in The Best Lawyers in America (Ten-year 
Certificate) and Chambers USA. Most recently, Mr. Keach has inter alia represented ad hoc com-
mittees in the Homebanc Mortgage, New Century TRS Holdings and Nortel Networks cases, as well 
as a public utilities commission in the FairPoint Communications case. He received his J.D. from 
the University of Maine in 1980.
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Hon. Brian F. Kenney is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Virginia in Alexan-
dria, sworn in on Sept. 1, 2011. Previously, he was a principal in the Tysons Corner, Va., office of 
Miles & Stockbridge, P.C., where he represented creditors, debtors and bankruptcy trustees. Judge 
Kenney is board certified in business bankruptcy law by the American Board of Certification and 
has served two terms as president of the Northern Virginia Bankruptcy Bar Association, as well as 
two terms on the Virginia State Bar Board of Governors for the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar. 
Judge Kenney had also served as an Alexandria Division representative on the Standing Committee 
on Local Bankruptcy Rules for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, and 
as a representative on the Eastern District of Virginia’s Alexandria Division Bankruptcy Bar Liai-
son Committee. A frequent lecturer on bankruptcy matters, Judge Kenney has been a presenter on 
continuing legal education panels for ABI, the Virginia State Bar and the Mid-Atlantic Institute on 
Bankruptcy and Reorganization, and has published articles in the ABI Journal and in the Law News 
for the Virginia State Bar Bankruptcy Section. In addition, he was named as one of Virginia’s “Le-
gal Elite” by Virginia Business Magazine from 2006-10. Judge Kenney received his undergraduate 
degree magna cum laude in political science from Virginia Commonwealth University in 1980 and 
his J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law in 1983.

Melissa Kibler Knoll is a senior managing director of Mesirow Financial Consulting, LLC (MFC) 
in Chicago, where he provides financial advisory services to companies, unsecured creditors, se-
cured lenders and other parties in bankruptcies, restructurings, turnarounds and related litigation. 
Her experiences include addressing various financial, accounting, valuation, operational, liquidity 
and leverage issues in formal proceedings under chapter 11, out-of-court workouts, receiverships/
trusteeships and other forums. Ms. Knoll joined MFC when it acquired the Corporate Recovery 
practice of KPMG, where she had been a partner after starting her career at Price Waterhouse. She 
is a director of INSOL International and serves on the INSOL World editorial board, is a former ABI 
president and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She also serves on the AICPA 
Forensics and Litigation Committee and chairs its Bankruptcy Task Force. She holds CPA, CIRA, 
CTP, CFF and CDBV designations, and was named the 2003 “CIRA Gold Medal Winner” and one 
of Crain’s Chicago Business 2004 “40 Under 40.” Ms. Knoll was also the IWIRC 2010 Woman 
of the Year in Restructuring and one of the Illinois CPA Society’s 2011 Women to Watch Award 
recipients. Ms. Knoll is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy and restructuring topics. She earned her 
B.A. in accounting summa cum laude from Texas A&M University and her M.B.A. from Southern 
Methodist University, graduating first in her class.

Kevin A. Krakora is a senior managing director at Mesirow Financial Consluting, LLC in Chicago 
and has more than 19 years of experience specializing in corporate turnarounds, debtor bankruptcy 
situations, and financial and operational restructurings. He has extensively advised both companies 
and senior lenders in complex debt restructurings and financings. In addition, Mr. Krakora has led 
numerous § 363 sales processes in chapter 11 cases as well as business and asset sales in out-of-
court situations, and he has served as CRO. Mr. Krakora is also a frequent speaker on restructurings, 
bankruptcy and distressed M&A. He is a member of ABI, the Association of Insolvency and Re-
structuring Advisors and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Krakora received his B.A. 
in economics cum laude from DePauw University and his M.B.A. in finance from the University 
of Illinois.
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Lawrence A. Larose is a partner with Chadbourne & Parke LLP in New York, where he represents 
corporate clients in in- and out-of-court restructurings, including mergers and acquisitions and oth-
er financial transactions. He counsels major financial institutions, including investment banks, com-
mercial banks, financial guarantors and insurance companies. Mr. Larose represents major credi-
tors in major municipal restructurings, both in and out of court, including in the chapter 9 cases 
of Detroit, Michigan and Jefferson County, Ala. He has written on the unique legal issues faced in 
municipal restructurings and has been recognized as one of seven “Leading Lawyers” by The Legal 
500 for municipal bankruptcy. Mr. Larose received his B.A. summa cum laude from Tufts Univer-
sity in 1980 and his J.D. magna cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center in 1983.

David E. Lemke is a partner with Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP in Nashville, Tenn., where 
he assists trustees, lenders, creditors’ committees and other clients with default bonds or other 
financial instruments. He has worked on both the Jefferson County Ala., and Detroit chapter 9 
cases. Mr. Lemke has been recognized by The Best Lawyers in America in Bankruptcy and Creditor 
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law. He received his B.S. from Central Methodist 
College in 1982 and his J.D. from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 1985.

Sharon L. Levine is a partner with Lowenstein Sandler LLP in Roseland, N.J., and vice chair of 
the firm’s Bankruptcy, Financial Reorganization & Creditors’ Rights Practice, where she focuses 
on bankruptcy, restructuring, debtor/creditor law and bankruptcy litigation. She represents purchas-
ers, debtors, creditors’ committees, unsecured creditors, individual creditors, secured creditors and 
equity-holders, and she frequently provides bankruptcy advice on out-of-court corporate reorga-
nizations, corporate and structured-finance matters, and acquiring assets out of bankruptcy or in 
circumstances where one of the parties may be insolvent. A frequent lecturer on various bankruptcy 
topics, Ms. Levine is co-chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee and is a member 
of TMA, the New Jersey State Bar Association’s Debtor/Creditor Section and the American Bar 
Association’s Business Law Section. She has also been featured in Chambers USA (2008-12) and 
in New Jersey Super Lawyers (2005-12). Ms. Levine received her B.A. from Franklin & Marshall 
College and her J.D. from Case Western Reserve University School of Law, where she was an as-
sociate editor of the Case Western Reserve University Law Review.

Mark M. Maloney is a partner with King & Spalding LLP in Atlanta and a member of its Financial 
Restructuring Practice Group, where he represents a broad range of clients in litigation matters in-
volving creditors’ rights, bankruptcy, lender liability, and other financial and commercial disputes. 
Mr. Maloney has also represented debtors, secured and unsecured creditors’ committees and other 
parties in interest in major chapter 11 bankruptcy cases and other insolvency proceedings in more 
than 20 states and the District of Columbia, and is experienced in commercial and tax litigation. 
He is admitted in both the U.S. Court of Federal Claims and the U.S. Tax Court, and he has served 
as co-chair of ABI’s Litigation Committee and ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium. Mr. Maloney 
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a board member of both the Southeastern 
Bankruptcy Law Institute and the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Georgia, for which he 
serves as president for 2013-14. Prior to joining King & Spalding, Mr. Maloney served as law clerk 
to Hon. Rhesa H. Barksdale on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. His published works 
have appeared in the Annual Survey of Bankruptcy Law, the Washington & Lee Law Review and 
Bankruptcy Litigation. Mr. Maloney was listed as one of the top bankruptcy attorneys in the country 
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in The Deal Magazine and The Best Lawyers in America, as a “Georgia Super Lawyer” in Atlanta 
Magazine, as a member of GeorgiaTrend magazine’s Georgia “Legal Elite” and as a leading bank-
ruptcy lawyer in The Legal 500. He received his B.B.A. cum laude in banking and finance from the 
University of Mississippi and his J.D. magna cum laude from Washington & Lee University, where 
he was senior articles editor on the Washington & Lee Law Review.

Prof. Bruce A. Markell is a Jeffrey A. Stoops Professor at Florida State University College of Law 
in Tallahassee, Fla. Previously, he was a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Las 
Vegas and served on the Ninth Circuit’s Bankruptcy Appellate Panel from 2007-13. Before taking 
the bench, he practiced bankruptcy and business law for 10 years in Los Angeles and was a law 
professor for 14 years. In addition, Prof. Markell is the author of numerous articles on bankruptcy 
and commercial law, and is a co-author of four law school casebooks, one of which will soon be 
translated into Japanese. He contributes to Collier on Bankruptcy and is a member of its editorial 
advisory board. Prof. Markell is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy, a member of the International Insolvency Institute and a member 
of the American Law Institute. A member of the NITA-trained faculty of the Advanced Consumer 
Bankruptcy Practice Institute, Prof. Markell has been an adviser to the United Nations on secured 
transactions and to the Republic of Indonesia on bankruptcy reform. He was also the International 
Bar Association’s representative to the meetings that led up to UNCITRAL’s promulgation of a 
convention on the assignment of receivables. Prof. Markell has advised the International Monetary 
Fund on Irish consumer bankruptcy law and has taught international comparative bankruptcy law 
at the Queensland University of Technology. He received his J.D. from the University of California, 
Davis.

Jerry M. Markowitz is a founding shareholder of Markowitz Ringel Trusty + Hartog, P.A.’s Bank-
ruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group in Miami, where his practice is concentrated in the 
areas of creditors’ and debtors’ rights, including workouts, bankruptcy, asset recovery, insolvency, 
receiverships, reorganizations, restructuring and mediation. He is one of South Florida’s leading 
business and bankruptcy reorganization law practitioners. Mr. Markowitz is listed in the direc-
tory of the Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA in the bankruptcy and restructuring category 
for the state of Florida, the Top 250 Attorneys in South Florida by the South Florida Legal Guide 
and the Best of the Bar by the South Florida Business Journal. He is a member of the Florida 
Bar, the American Bar Association (Section of Business Law, Business, Bankruptcy Committee, 
Commercial Financial Services Committee), South Miami-Kendall and Dade County Bar Associa-
tions, Florida Bar Association (vice chair, Grievance Committee “J,” 1990-91), Bankruptcy UCC 
Committee (Business Law Section, Bankruptcy Court Liaison Committee), the Bankruptcy Bar 
Association for the Southern District of Florida (founding member, former president, former mem-
ber of board of directors), Continuing Legal Education Committee for the University of Miami’s 
Bankruptcy Skills Workshop (chair and co-chair), National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, 
Association of Insolvency Accountants, ABI and many other organizations. He was elected of the 
University of Miami School of Law Alumni Association in 2010 and is co-chair of the University 
of Miami’s Bankruptcy Bar Annual CLE Seminar. Mr. Markowitz received his B.S. in business 
administration with a concentration in accounting from the University of Florida and his J.D. from 
the University of Miami School of Law.
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James T. Markus is a co-founder and manager of Markus Williams Young & Zimmermann, LLC 
in Denver, where he specializes in the representation of debtors, secured creditors, lessors, asset-
purchasers, official committees and trustees in workouts, restructurings and chapter 11 bankruptcy 
proceedings. He is ABI’s immediate past president and a former director, president and chairman of 
the American Board of Certification. He is also Board Certified by the American Board of Certifica-
tion in Business Bankruptcy Law. Mr. Markus is a former president of the Colorado Chapter of the 
Turnaround Management Association, is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and is 
admitted to the Colorado and Illinois State Bars. He also co-founded ABI’s Rocky Mountain Bank-
ruptcy Conference and has lectured before ABI, the American Colorado and Chicago Bar Associa-
tions, Equipment Leasing Association, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Savings and Com-
munity Lender’s Association and the Turnaround Management Association. Mr. Markus received 
his B.S.E. in chemical engineering with high honors from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and his J.D. from the University of Michigan School of Law.

James J. McGinley is a managing director at U.S. Bank in New York, where he is responsible for 
business development and relationship management for U.S. Bank Global Corporate Trust Ser-
vices. He has 30 years of corporate trust experience and has been involved in some of the largest re-
structurings in history, including WorldCom and General Motors. Mr. McGinley provides fiduciary 
and agency services to corporations, municipalities, funds, security-holders/investors, and financial 
institutions with particular expertise in high yield/144A financing, leveraged loan administration 
and collateral agencies, escrow, off-balance-sheet financings, bankruptcy restructurings and struc-
tured settlements. He is a member of ABI and the Turnaround Management Association, and is also 
a graduate of the Xerox International Center for Sales Training and Management Development. 
Mr. McGinley received his bachelor’s degree in business administration from St. John’s University.

Richard M. Meth is a partner with Fox Rothschild LLP in Roseland, N.J., where he is a mem-
ber of the firm’s Financial Restructuring & Bankruptcy practice area and focuses his practice on 
bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and insolvency-related issues. He represents numerous local, national 
and multinational corporations, as well as official and unofficial committees, and regularly appears 
before the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts for the District of New Jersey, Southern District of New York 
and District of Delaware. A frequent lecturer and panelist for continuing legal education programs 
across the country on a wide range of bankruptcy-related topics, he has testified before the National 
Bankruptcy Review Commission on behalf of ABI. Mr. Meth is a member of ABI’s Board of Di-
rectors, to which he was re-elected in April 2009, and is a former ABI Vice President-Publications. 
He serves as co-chair of the ABA’s Abuses of Bankruptcy Process Subcommittee of the Business 
Bankruptcy Committee of the Business Law Section and as the Business Bankruptcy Committee’s 
Liaison with ABI; he previously chaired its subcommittees on Bankruptcy Appeals and Labor & 
Employment Law, and he also served as co-chair of the Business Bankruptcy Committee’s Task 
Force on Bankruptcy Rules. Mr. Meth has been named a New Jersey Super Lawyer and has been 
included in Who’s Who Legal USA: Insolvency & Restructuring (2006), America’s Leading Law-
yers for Business (2009-13), Super Lawyers Corporate Counsel Edition (2009-11) and The Best 
Lawyers in America (2010-13). He is also the editor of The Bankruptcy Court’s Watchdog: The 
Appointment, Role and Power of Examiners Today (ABI, 2011). Mr. Meth received his B.A. magna 
cum laude from Tufts University and his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center.
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Michele Michaelis is a managing director with BBO Consulting in New York, where she works 
with troubled and insolvent companies involving both reorganizations and out-of-court workouts 
representing debtors, unsecured creditors and secured lenders. She has evaluated liquidity issues, 
including the formulation, review and analysis of short-term cash flow projections, as well as as-
sessed the viability of business operations of troubled businesses by conducting detailed liquidation 
analyses. Ms. Michaelis is a Certified Public Accountant, is Certified in Financial Forensics, and is 
a Certified Insolvency and Restructuring Advisor and Certified Turnaround Professional. She re-
ceived her B.S. in accounting from Alfred University and her M.S. in finance from Baruch College 
Sicklin School of Business.

Francis A. Monaco, Jr. is a member of Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC’s Bankruptcy and 
Creditors’ Rights Group in Wilmington, Del., where he represents a broad range of clients including 
debtors, creditors’ committees, individual creditors and other interest-holders, including secured 
lenders, indenture trustees, government agencies, trade creditors, reclamation creditors, equipment 
lessors, landlords, labor groups, contractors, asset-purchasers, bondholders and stockholders. He 
has certifications in business bankruptcy and mediation, and his more than 30 years of experience 
in the bankruptcy field covers all matters of litigation and transactions, including involuntary peti-
tions, avoidance actions, relief-from-stay proceedings, trustee motions, sale and purchase of assets, 
executory contracts and lease issues, post-petition financing, disclosure statements and plan con-
firmation, and he has represented liquidating trustees and plan administrators in the wind-down of 
estates. Mr. Monaco has served as a liquidating chapter 11 trustee and is a certified mediator with 
experience as an arbitrator in business disputes and bankruptcy cases. He has mediated hundreds 
of cases in Delaware, serving as an arbitrator in numerous Delaware Superior Court cases. A mem-
ber of ABI’s Advisory Board and Board of Directors, Mr. Monaco is also a former co-chair of its 
Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop and the ABI Fraud Task Force. Mr. Monaco formerly served 
on the board of directors of the American Board of Certification and is a member of the Delaware, 
Pennsylvania and American Bar Associations. He graduated from the University of Delaware with 
high honors and received his J.D. from Villanova Law School.

Hon. C. Ray Mullins is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in At-
lanta, appointed as judge by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals on Feb. 29, 2000, and named 
chief judge in January 2012. Previously, Judge Mullins served as an instructor in the Management 
Department of Bowling Green State University’s School of Business Administration from 1977-82, 
then joined the Toledo, Ohio, firm of Cooper, Straub, Walinski & Cramer (now Cooper Walinski), 
focusing primarily on civil litigation. From 1984-86, Judge Mullins taught trial practice as an ad-
junct professor of law at the University of Toledo College of Law. In 1987, he joined Kilpatrick 
& Cody (now Kilpatrick Stockton LLP) in Atlanta and became a partner in 1993, practicing in the 
firm’s Financial Restructuring Group and specializing in chapter 11 matters. He also served as a 
member of the Trustee Panel for the Northern District of Georgia from 1995-2000. Judge Mullins 
is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of ABI’s Board of Directors and 
president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (2012-13). He is a frequent speaker, and 
in 2009, Chief Justice Roberts appointed him to a three-year term as chair of the Federal Judicial 
Center Bankruptcy Judge Education Committee. Judge Mullins received his B.S. in business ad-
ministration in 1974, his M.B.A. in 1977 from Bowling Green State University, and his J.D. magna 
cum laude in 1982 from the University of Toledo College of Law, where he was a member of its law 
review and the Order of the Coif.
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Patrick J. Nash, Jr. is a partner in the Restructuring Practice Group of Kirkland & Ellis LLP in 
Chicago, where he represents a variety of clients in complex business reorganizations, troubled 
company M&A, debt restructurings and financing matters. He has counseled companies experi-
encing financial difficulties, purchasers of and investors in distressed companies, and lenders to 
and creditors of such companies. Some of Mr. Nash’s recent representative matters have included 
Tronox Incorporated, FGIC Corp., U.S. Concrete Inc., VeraSun Energy Corp., Meridian Technolo-
gies, an ad hoc committee of senior secured noteholders as lead counsel in the chapter 11 cases of 
Constar, and an ad hoc committee of senior secured noteholders as co-lead counsel in the chapter 
11 cases of TerreStar, among others. He was selected as one of the nation’s “Outstanding Young 
Restructuring Lawyers” in 2008 by Turnarounds & Workouts and has been recognized since 2013 
in The Best Lawyers in America. He earned his B.A. from the University of Notre Dame and his 
J.D. from the University of Illinois College of Law.

Michael R. Nestor is a partner at Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP in Wilmington, Del., 
where he focuses his practice on the restructuring of business organizations ranging from large, pub-
licly held companies to mid-market, closely held companies. He has been recognized by Chambers 
USA for the past six years in the area of Bankruptcy/Restructuring and has also been consistently 
recognized by The Best Lawyers in America, The Deal, Delaware Super Lawyers and Corporate 
Counsel as one of the top bankruptcy lawyers in Delaware and the country. Mr. Nestor received his 
B.A. from the University of Maryland and his J.D. from Widener University School of Law.

Francis J.C. Newbould was appointed to the Ontario Superior Court of Justice in 2006. He sits 
regularly on the Commercial List in Toronto, which hears a wide variety of commercial cases in-
cluding insolvency matters, corporate amalgamations and reorganizations, proceedings for relief 
under business corporation legislation including oppression actions, and other commercial matters 
and disputes. Prior to his appointment, Judge Newbould was a partner at Borden Ladner Gervais in 
Toronto, where he had a wide-ranging litigation counsel practice involving corporate and commer-
cial disputes, banking and insolvency matters, class actions, insurance and re-insurance disputes, 
real estate and estate matters. He was called to the bar in 1969 and practised at Tilley Carson & 
Findlay. Justice Newbould is a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers. Prior to his ap-
pointment to the bench, he was a director of Pacific & Western Bank of Canada and Cuddy Interna-
tional, and he was a member of the ICC Canadian arbitration panel.

Randy Nussbaum is a founding shareholder of Nussbaum Gillis & Dinner, P.C. in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., specializing in complex and unusual bankruptcies, commercial litigation, construction, cor-
porate and transactional law, real estate and general business law. He concentrates his bankruptcy 
practice in real estate, construction and contracting law. Mr. Nussbaum is a frequent lecturer and 
author for the Arizona and Maricopa County Bar Associations, the Arizona State University Alumni 
Association and a number of professional and trade groups on bankruptcy, construction and real 
estate topics. He has spoken at regional presentations sponsored by ABI on a variety of bankruptcy-
related subjects, and from 2001-09 he chaired a yearly seminar on chapter 13 bankruptcy sponsored 
by the ASU Law School Alumni Association. Mr. Nussbaum is a member of the State Bar of Ari-
zona’s Bankruptcy, Real Estate and Construction Sections, a former director of the Scottsdale Bar 
Association and a board member of the Maricopa County Bar Foundation, the charitable arm of the 
Maricopa Bar Association. He is admitted to practice before the Arizona Supreme Court, the U.S. 
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District Court for the District of Arizona and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Nussbaum 
is an AV Preeminent-rated attorney, was selected as a Super Lawyer from 2007-13 and as one of 
Arizona’s Finest Lawyers from 2009-12, received the Scottsdale Bar’s award of excellence in 2011 
in recognition of his service to the legal community, and has been named in U.S. News & World 
Report’s “Best Lawyers in America” (2009-13). He received his B.A. cum laude and his J.D. from 
Arizona State University, graduating in the top 25 percent of his class.

Holland N. O’Neil is a partner at Gardere Wynne Sewell, LLP’s Bankruptcy and Business Reor-
ganization Practice Group in Dallas, where she represents debtors in possession, creditors’ com-
mittees, and examiners and trustees in all aspects of turnarounds and restructurings. Ms. O’Neil 
has been named one of “America’s Leading Lawyers for Business” by Chambers USA, one of the 
“Best Lawyers in America” by Woodward & White and a “Texas Super Lawyer.” She is a frequent 
presenter at seminars and colloquia throughout the Southwest, including panel discussions for the 
Association for Corporate Growth/Turnaround Management Association (March 2009), the State 
Bar of Texas Annual Convention Bankruptcy Panel Discussion (June 2008) and a Texas Lawyer 
Roundtable Discussion (October 2006). Ms. O’Neil has authored several papers and articles re-
garding important trends and current events in bankruptcy law, including the use of alternatives to 
a trustee and the duties of directors and officers to a company’s creditors in bankruptcy. Ms. O’Neil 
received her B.B.A. in finance from the University of Texas at Austin and her J.D. from Texas Tech 
University School of Law, where she was editor-in-chief of the Texas Tech Law Review.

Kenneth Oestreicher is a partner with Whiteford Taylor & Preston, LLP in Baltimore, where his 
practice specializes in trustee representation, chapter 11 and creditors’ committee representation. 
He has been lead counsel in Ponzi scheme/fraudulent transfer trials on behalf of litigation trustees 
in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, represented debtors at trial and 
in appeals of leading case in the fourth Circuit on intellectual property licenses in bankruptcy, and 
litigated numerous bankruptcy issues including confirmation of plans of reorganization, avoidance 
actions, use of cash collateral, executory contracts, bankruptcy sales, lift-stays, allowance and disal-
lowance of claims, withdrawal of the reference and valuation of assets. Mr. Oestreicher was listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America from 2010-13 and in Maryland Super Lawyers from 2007-11. He 
received his B.A. from City College of New York in 1967 and his J.D. from New York University 
School of Law in 1971.

Kevyn Orr is the emergency manager of the city of Detroit, appointed by Michigan’s Gov. Rick-
Snyder on March 14, 2013. Prior to his appointment, he was a partner with Jones Day in Washing-
ton, D.C. While at Jones Day, Mr. Orr represented Chrysler in connection with its 2009 bankruptcy 
and restructuring. He received both his B.A. and J.D. from the University of Michigan.

Nina M. Parker is the founder of Parker & Associates, a full-service law firm in Winchester, Mass., 
where she concentrates in the areas of consumer and corporate bankruptcies, specializing in small 
business and individual chapter 11 plans of reorganization, chapter 13 wage-earner plans and other 
insolvency options. She has been a member of the bar since 1981, is certified in Consumer Bank-
ruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is admitted to practice in Massachusetts, 
the U.S. District Court of Massachusetts, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit and the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Ms. Parker has served as bankruptcy section co-chair of the Boston Bar As-
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sociation (2009-11) and currently serves as co-chair of its Diversity Initiative Working Group. She 
co-chairs ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee and is a member of ABI’s Northeast Consumer 
Forum Advisory Board. In addition, Ms. Parker is a member of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Massachusetts’ Attorney Advisory Committee for the Local Rules, Pro Bono Legal 
Services Advisory Committee and Bankruptcy Diversity Task Force. She has lectured extensively 
for ABI, the Boston Bar Association, Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, the Massachu-
setts Bankers Association, Lorman Education Services and the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges on small business and consumer bankruptcy issues.

Andrew M. Parlen is a partner with O’Melveney & Meyers LLP in Los Angeles and a member of 
the firm’s Restructuring Practice. He represents companies, investment funds and lenders in high-
profile chapter 11 proceedings and works with clients in prepackaged bankruptcies and out-of-court 
restructurings. Mr. Parlen has been recognized by Law360 as a “Rising Star” and as one of the “Best 
LGBT Lawyers Under 40 — Class of 2013” by the National Lesbian, Gay Bisexual and Transgen-
der Bar Association. He received his A.B. in English with highest distinction from the University of 
California and his J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School. 

Felicia Gerber Perlman is a partner in the Chicago office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom LLP in its Corporate Restructuring Department, where she represents clients in a variety of 
complex business reorganizations, debt restructurings and insolvency matters. Ms. Perlman has 
advised debtors, creditors, lenders, investors, sellers, purchasers and other parties-in-interest in all 
stages of restructuring transactions from chapter 11 reorganizations to out-of-court negotiations, 
workouts and acquisitions. Ms. Perlman was special counsel to Fairview Ministries, an Illinois 
nonprofit corporation that owned and operated two senior living campuses in Illinois, in connection 
with its chapter 11 bankruptcy filing, resulting in the sales of both of its senior living facilities, and 
was counsel to the largest bondholder in connection with the Northern Berkshire Hospital chapter 
11 case. Ms. Perlman has been recognized in Turnarounds & Workouts as one of the nation’s “Out-
standing Young Bankruptcy Lawyers” and was selected for inclusion in Chambers USA: America’s 
Leading Lawyers for Business 2010 and 2011. Ms. Perlman has also been repeatedly listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America. She is a member of the board of directors of the Chicago Coalition of 
Women’s Initiatives in Law Firms (2008-present) and is a member of ABI, the American Health 
Lawyers Association and the Turnaround Management Association. Ms. Perlman is the editor for 
Debtor-in-Possession Financing: Funding a Chapter 11 Case (ABI, 2012) and wrote the “Bank-
ruptcy Acquistion/Divestitures” chapter for ABI’s Health Care Insolvency Manual (ABI, 2012). 
She received her B.S.E./B.A. from the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylva-
nia in 1989 and her J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law in 1992, and she is admitted 
to the Illinois Bar.

David L. Pollack is a partner in the Real Estate Department of Ballard Spahr LLP in Philadelphia 
and chairs its Bankruptcy, Reorganization and Capital Recovery Practice Group. He focuses his 
practice on matters relating to shopping centers with particular emphasis in the areas of the national 
representation of landlords in retail bankruptcy matters, representation of tenant interests in land-
lord bankruptcies and commercial leasing. He frequently lectures to professional groups on real 
estate, bankruptcy and commercial leasing issues, and he is a member of the American College of 
Real Estate Lawyers (ACREL) and serves on the advisory committee of the Georgetown University 
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Law Center/ABI’s Bankruptcy Views from the Bench program. Mr. Pollack is also involved with 
the International Council of Shopping Centers’ (ICSC) Law Conference Committee and chairs its 
Bankruptcy Task Force. He has been recognized as a Pennsylvania “Super Lawyer” for 2004-09, 
is listed in The Best Lawyers in America for 2008-13 and has been regularly named by The Deal as 
one of the most active bankruptcy practitioners in the country. Mr. Pollack received his A.B. from 
Trinity College in 1969 and his J.D. from the Law School of the University of Pennsylvania in 1972.

Norman L. Pernick heads the Wilmington, Del., office of Cole, Schotz, Meisel, Forman & Leon-
ard PA, where he co-chairs the firm’s Bankruptcy & Corporate Restructuring Department. He rep-
resents debtors, creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors and trustees, and has served 
as lead debtor’s counsel in numerous major chapter 11 cases, including Open Range Communica-
tions, Leslie Controls, Ritz Camera Centers, Cadence Innovation, J.G. Wentworth, Fedders Cor-
poration, Barzel Industries, BNA Subsidiaries and Owens Corning, and he has acted as co-debtor’s 
counsel in such cases as Tribune Company and Yarway Corporation. He is also lead counsel to the 
unsecured creditors’ committee in the Monitor Company Group chapter 11 case and was appointed 
as the chapter 11 trustee in the Pitt Penn Holdings and Gates Engineering cases. Mr. Pernick is a 
Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and authored the Bankruptcy Deadline Checklist, 
published by the Business Law Section of the American Bar Association. He has also been named 
in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights Law, is named one of 
“America’s Leading Lawyers in Bankruptcy” by Chambers USA, is AV-rated, and has been desig-
nated a “Delaware Super Lawyer” by Philadelphia Magazine and Law and Politics. Mr. Pernick is 
a former chapter 7 trustee for the District of Delaware. He received his B.A. magna cum laude from 
Brandeis University and his J.D. from The National Law Center of George Washington University.

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz is a partner at Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP in Los Angeles, where 
his practice includes representing companies, creditors’ committees and private-equity funds in 
complex in- and out-of-court financial restructurings and merger-and-acquisition transactions. He 
has particular expertise in restructurings in the restaurant and retail sectors and is generally focused 
on middle-market companies with annual revenues ranging from $50 million to $300 million. Mr. 
Pomerantz also has an active creditors’ committee practice, having represented more than 20 credi-
tors’ committees over the past several years. He is ABI’s Vice President-Education and is the au-
thor of “The Bare Necessities of Critical Vendor Motions—It’s a Jungle Out There,” 13 Journal of 
Bankruptcy Law & Practice (2004), and he has lectured or been a panelist for ABI, the Los Angeles 
Bankruptcy Forum, the Financial Lawyers Conference and the Credit Managers Association. He 
holds an AV Peer Rating and was named a “Super Lawyer” in the field of Bankruptcy & Creditor/
Debtor Rights from 2009-12 in Los Angeles magazine. Mr. Pomerantz received both his under-
graduate degree Phi Beta Kappa and his J.D. from New York University, where he was a member 
of the Order of the Coif.

John Rao is an attorney with the National Consumer Law Center in Boston, where he focuses on 
consumer credit and bankruptcy issues, and he has served as a panelist and instructor at numerous 
bankruptcy and consumer law trainings and conferences. He is a contributing author and editor of 
NCLC’s Consumer Bankruptcy Law and Practice, co-author of NCLC’s Foreclosures, and author 
of Bankruptcy Basics, Guide to Surviving Debt and NCLC Reports: Bankruptcy and Foreclosures 
Edition. He is also a contributing author to Collier on Bankruptcy and the Collier Bankruptcy Prac-
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tice Guide, and has authored articles for the ABI Journal. Mr. Rao serves as a member of the federal 
Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules, appointed by Chief Justice John 
Roberts in 2006, and has served as an expert witness and testified in Congress. He is a conferee of 
the National Bankruptcy Conference, a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, vice presi-
dent of the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and a former ABI Board mem-
ber. He is also an adjunct faculty member at Boston College School of Law. Mr. Rao is a graduate 
of Boston University and received his J.D. from the University of California.

Prof. Nancy B. Rapoport  is the interim dean and Gordon Silver professor at the University of 
Nevada’s William S. Boyd School of Law in Las Vegas, where she specializes in bankruptcy eth-
ics, ethics in governance and depiction of lawyers in popular culture. Previously, she clerked for 
Hon. Joseph T. Sneed on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, then practiced primarily 
bankruptcy law with Morrison & Forester in San Francisco from 1986-91. Prof. Rapoport began her 
academic career at Ohio State University College of Law in 1991. She served as dean of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska College of Law from 1998-2000, then served as dean and professor of law at the 
University of Houston Law Center from July 2000 to May 2006 and as professor of law from June 
2006 to June 2007, when she left to join the faculty at Boyd. Prof. Rapoport has taught contracts, 
sales (Article 2), bankruptcy, chapter 11 reorganization, legal writing, contract drafting and profes-
sional responsibility. She co-authored Enron: Corporate Fiascos and Their Implications (Founda-
tion Press, 2004), Enron and Other Corporate Fiascos: The Corporate Scandal Reader (Foundation 
Press 2d ed., 2008) and Law School Survival Manual: From LSAT to Bar Exam (Aspen Publishers, 
2010), and was instrumental in completing the Final Report of the ABI National Ethics Task Force. 
Prof. Rapoport is admitted to the Bars of California, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas and Nevada and to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. In 2001, she was elected to membership in the American Law Institute, and in 
2002, she received a Distinguished Alumna Award from Rice University. Prof. Rapoport is a Fellow 
of the American Bar Foundation and the American College of Bankruptcy, and she co-chairs the 
Association of Media and Entertainment’s Law School Committee. She received her B.A. summa 
cum laude from Rice University in 1982 and her J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1985.

Lex Reddy is the president and CEO of Alecto Healthcare Services, LLC in Long Beach, Calif. 
He is also CEO of Prime Pharmacies, of which he served as president until 2012. He received his 
B.B.A. from California Baptist University and both his M.B.A. in 1990 and his M.H.A. in 1995 
from California State University.

Patricia A. Redmond  is a shareholder in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Department of the 
Miami office of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, PA and is ABI’s President. 
She has practiced in the insolvency field in Miami for more than 30 years and has appeared in many 
reorganizations and out-of-court workouts in all industries. Ms. Redmond has represented develop-
ers, financial institutions, public and private owners and distressed-asset purchasers. She is a Fel-
low in the American College of Bankruptcy and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
under Bankruptcy Debtor/Creditor Rights since 1995. She was also recognized as a Band I attorney 
by Chambers USA in 2010. Ms. Redmond has also been listed as a top lawyer in the South Florida 
Legal Guide and in Florida Trend Legal Elite. She is admitted to practice before the Bars of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the state of Florida, and she is an adjunct professor at the Uni-
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versity of Miami School of Law, receiving the Outstanding Professor Award in 2011. Ms. Redmond 
received her J.D. in 1979 from the University of Miami.

Michael P. Richman is a partner in the Bankruptcy, Restructuring & Creditors’ Rights group of 
Hunton & Williams LLP in New York. With more than 30 years of legal experience, he is skilled 
focuses his practice on representing chapter 11 debtors and creditors’ committees, and has advised 
and continues to represent secured and unsecured creditors, equity-holders, purchasers and all man-
ner of parties in interest on virtually every aspect of financial distress and bankruptcy. Mr. Richman 
was ABI president from 2004-05 and chairman of its Board of Directors from 2006-07, and he cur-
rently serves on the advisory boards for ABI’s annual VALCON, New York City and Georgetown 
Views from the Bench conferences. He also serves on ABI’s Commission to Study the Reform of 
Chapter 11, and he is the founder of and lead keyboardist for ABI’s house band, the Indubitable 
Equivalents. Mr. Richman has been ranked an “Outstanding Restructuring Lawyer” and has re-
ceived annual recognition in Super Lawyers since 2006. A frequent speaker and lecturer on bank-
ruptcy law and related topics, he is a contributor to the ABI Journal and, while in law school, served 
as the managing editor of the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law. Mr. Richman received his 
undergraduate degree with honors from Vassar College and his J.D. from Columbia Law School, 
where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone scholar and was awarded the David M. Berger award in honor 
of Prof. Wolfgang Friedmann for distinction in international law.

D. Cooper Robertson is an attorney with Stites & Harbison PLLC in Louisville, Ky., and a mem-
ber of the firm’s Creditors’ Rights & Bankruptcy Service group. His practice focuses on commercial 
foreclosure, creditor representation, residential mortgage litigation, Fair Debt Collection Practices 
Act litigation and defending lender liability claims. Mr. Robertson is a frequent speaker and author, 
and is a member of the American, Kentucky and Louisville Bar Associations, as well as ABI. He 
received his B.A. in English in 1999 from Washington and Lee University and his J.D. magna cum 
laude in 2006 from the University of Louisville Louis D. Brandeis School of Law.

William J. Rochelle, III is a bankruptcy columnist and editor-at-large for Bloomberg News in New 
York. Before joining Bloomberg in 2007, he was a bankruptcy lawyer for 35 years, the last 17 as 
a partner in the New York office of Fulbright & Jaworski LLP. In his column for Bloomberg, Mr. 
Rochelle covers about 20 companies a day, reporting on developments in pending chapter 11 cases 
and identifying businesses that might end up in reorganization. He has a daily podcast and appears 
frequently as a commentator on Bloomberg radio and TV. Mr. Rochelle received both his under-
graduate degree and J.D. from Columbia University, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar.

Rebecca A. Roof is a managing director with AlixPartners LLP in New York and has an extensive 
global consulting background providing interim and crisis management to troubled and underper-
forming companies in a broad array of industries, including consumer, grocery, manufacturing, 
distribution, retail, pharmaceutical, automotive and energy services. She has extensive experience 
in aggressive cash management and cost reductions; business-plan development and measurement; 
lender, customer and creditor negotiations; strengthening the finance function; and debt restructur-
ings. She has also led numerous engagements requiring difficult and rapid actions in the areas of 
aggressive cash management, liquidity stabilization, cost reductions, business plan development 
and measurement, asset sales, capital and debt restructurings, and lender, customer and creditor 
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negotiations. Ms. Roof’s experience in cross-border insolvencies includes the analysis and negotia-
tion of cross-guaranty and intercompany claims, enforced sales and strategic considerations related 
to venue, chapter 15 and receiver implications. She is a frequent lecturer at various universities and 
formerly served as ABI’s Treasurer, was one of the founders of the Texas Chapter for the Turn-
around Management Association and a former board member, is on the Advisory Board for Texas 
Women on Wall Street, and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 
Ms. Roof is also a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a CPA, CMA and a CIRA. 
She received her B.S. in business administration and her B.A. in geology from Trinity University.

Adam C. Rogoff is a partner with Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP in New York, where he 
focuses his practice on workouts, prepackaged chapter 11 matters and commercial finance. He has 
represented a variety of corporate debtors, official and ad hoc creditors’ committees, secured credi-
tors, and other parties in chapter 11 restructurings and out-of-court workouts. Mr. Rogoff was part 
of the team that defended Merrill Lynch & Co. in the Orange County, Calif., chapter 9 municipal 
bankruptcy case. He also has international experience, acting as a trustee in In re Terence R. Rams-
den. Mr. Rogoff was recognized by Global Insolvency & Restructuring Review’s “Top 40 under 
40” in 2000 and by Chambers USA (2012-13) and Legal 500 US (2010-11). He helped develop the 
Collier Guide to Chapter 11 and co-authored Collier International Business Insolvency Guide. Mr. 
Rogoff received his B.A. with honors from Northwestern University in 1985 and his J.D. from New 
York University School of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif. 

Jeffrey S. Sabin is co-head of Bingham McCutchen LLP’s International Financial Restructuring 
Group in New York, where he focuses on creditors’ rights, bankruptcy, debt restructuring, financial 
transactions and acquisitions of troubled assets. He has more than 30 years of professional experi-
ence in the field and has represented public companies, lenders, committees of secured and unse-
cured bondholders, boards of directors, and investors and acquirers in numerous chapter 11 cases 
and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. Sabin is co-head of Bingham’s Task Force on Dodd-Frank 
Financial Reforms and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. He is also a recent chair 
of the New York City Bar Association’s Subcommittee on Fraudulent Conveyance Law, and is a 
member of ABI and the American Bar Association. Mr. Sabin has chaired and taught numerous 
legal education and professional programs, and is a frequent author. In 2007, he was named as one 
of the finalists for the National Public Justice Award for securing a precedent-setting ruling against 
FEMA on behalf of a class of almost 1 million people left homeless by Hurricane Katrina, and he 
has frequently been named a leading bankruptcy lawyer by Chambers Global, The Best Lawyers in 
America and Chambers USA. Mr. Sabin graduated from Cornell University magna cum laude and 
received his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School.

Thomas J. Salerno is co-chair of Squire Sanders’ international financial restructuring practice in 
Phoenix, where he has been involved in restructurings in the U.S., U.K., Germany, France, Swit-
zerland, and the Czech and Slovak Republics. Additionally, he teaches comparative international 
insolvency at the University of Salzburg. Mr. Salerno has served as an expert witness on U.S. in-
solvency law in litigation in Germany. A frequent author in both national and international journals, 
he cowrote ABI’s Prebankruptcy Planning for the Commercial Reorganization: A Brief Guide for 
the CEO, CFO/COO, General Counsel and Tax Advisor, Second Edition. Mr. Salerno was a faculty 
member of the National Institute for Trial Advocacy’s first bankruptcy advocacy trial program, 
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and he is a contributor to Norton Bankruptcy Law & Practice and the ABI Journal. Mr. Salerno is 
a former director of ABI and the American Board of Certification. He is a member of the faculty 
for McGeorge School of Law’s International Law Program and has taught international commer-
cial arbitration in both London and Salzburg. Mr. Salerno was named as one of “12 Outstanding 
Bankruptcy Attorneys” in 1998 and 2000 by Turnarounds & Workouts, and he is a member of the 
select group of insolvency professionals listed in the K&A Restructuring Professionals Registry. 
He is also listed in The Best Lawyers in America and was selected for inclusion in Southwest Super 
Lawyers. In 2009, Mr. Salerno was selected as Best Lawyers’ “Phoenix Bankruptcy and Creditor/
Debtor Rights Lawyer of the Year,” was one of three Arizona-based lawyers to be listed in The 
International Who’s Who of Insolvency & Restructuring Lawyers, and is rated AV by Martindale-
Hubbell. He received his B.A. summa cum laude from Rutgers University and his J.D. cum laude 
from Notre Dame Law School, where he served as an editor of the Notre Dame Law Review.

Tracy C. Sandler is the national chair of the Insolvency and Restructuring Group of Osler, Hoskin 
& Harcourt LLP in Toronto, where she practices commercial law with an emphasis on turnarounds, 
workouts, corporate reorganizations, enforcement of debtor/creditor rights, plans of arrangement 
under the Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act, and proposals and bankruptcies under the Bank-
ruptcy and Insolvency Act. She has extensive experience in complex cross-border restructurings 
and insolvencies, and advises debtors, lending syndicates, hedge funds, bondholders and equity 
investors, and purchasers of distressed assets, trustees in bankruptcy, receivers, creditor committees 
and liquidators. A frequent writer and lecturer, she is a member of the Insolvency Institute of Can-
ada, a past president of the Turnaround Management Association (Toronto Chapter) and a director 
of the Turnaround Management Association U.S. She also served as an ABI director from 2006-09. 
Ms. Sandler is a former managing editor of “GlobalINSOLvency.com,” the Web site launched by 
ABI and INSOL. She graduated from McMaster University and received her LL.B from Osgoode 
Hall Law School.

Hon. Frank J. Santoro was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of 
Virginia in Norfolk on Feb. 21, 2008. Prior to his appointment, Judge Santoro was the managing 
partner of Marcus, Santoro & Kozak, P.C., located in Portsmouth and Chesapeake, Va., where his 
practice concentrated in bankruptcy, corporate reorganizations and corporate finance. He served as 
standing chapter 13 trustee beginning in 1987 and also a chapter 7 panel trustee from December 
1981 through May 1990. Judge Santoro was a former law clerk to Judge Hal J. Bonney, Jr. He has 
been a frequent speaker at seminars and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. In 
2003, Judge Santoro was selected by his peers as an outstanding bankruptcy lawyer in Virginia. 
He received his B.A. with honors, Phi Beta Kappa, from Allegheny College, and his J.D. from the 
Marshall Wythe School of Law at the College of William and Mary.

Steven D. Sass is vice president of Receivable Management Services in Baltimore. He has served 
on major creditors’ committees, for Ames, Hills, Lionel, Schwinn, Warnacom and Maidenform, 
among other companies and continues to act as trustee in some bankruptcy cases. He received his 
B.S. from the University of Pittsburgh, his M.B.A. from Adelphi University and his J.D. from the 
University of Maryland.
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Roger G. Schwartz is a partner in the New York office of Latham & Watkins LLP, where he is a 
member of its Finance Department and is active in the firm’s insolvency practice. He focuses his 
practice on representing administrative agents, secured lenders, and strategic and financial buyers 
and sellers of stocks, assets or debt, primarily in financially distressed situations (both in and out of 
formal insolvency proceedings). In addition, Mr. Schwartz represents major financial institutions 
and other clients in bankruptcy and commercial-litigation matters. Prior to joining Latham, Mr. 
Schwartz was an executive counsel for workouts and restructurings at GE Capital, where he also 
served as senior counsel in its workout and insolvency area and as director of litigation for one of 
GE Capital’s commercial finance units. He is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey, and 
he has authored or co-authored numerous articles and publications on bankruptcy and insolvency 
law. Following law school, Mr. Schwartz clerked for Hon. Richard L. Nygaard, Circuit Judge for 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, from 1996-97. He received his B.A. magna cum 
laude from Hobart College in 1993 and his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School, where 
he was the University of Chicago Law School Roundtable’s articles editor.

Samuel A. Schwartz is the founder of The Schwartz Law Firm in Las Vegas. He represents both 
consumers and businesses in all forms of restructuring, bankruptcy and workouts. Mr. Schwartz 
has also worked on corporate matters, specifically mergers, acquisitions and general corporate rep-
resentation. He also handles all aspects of real estate short sales and helped manage the sales of 
underwater properties in Nevada, California, Arizona, Florida and Illinois. Mr. Schwartz received 
his J.D. from Loyola School of Law in Chicago.

Keith J. Shapiro is a vice president and co-chair of the business reorganization and financial re-
structuring practice at Greenberg Traurig, LLP’s Chicago office, where he focuses on chapter 11 
restructurings, creditors’ rights, health care, cross-border insolvency, technology, airlines and retail. 
Mr. Shapiro has nearly 30 years of experience and appears worldwide in corporate restructuring 
matters and workouts representing troubled companies, financial institutions, creditors’ commit-
tees, and hedge funds and private-equity funds. Mr. Shapiro is a member of the International Board 
of Directors of the Turnaround Management Association and a Fellow in the American College of 
Bankruptcy. He was previously an ABI president and chairman, a member of the Board of Directors 
of INSOL International, and chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization 
Committee. Mr. Shapiro lectures extensively throughout the U.S. and internationally on a variety of 
restructuring issues. Additionally, he was co-editor-in-chief of Wiley’s annual Bankruptcy Law Up-
date and was the lead author of an earlier edition of ABI’s Health Care Insolvency Manual (2005). 
He has also contributed to numerous other bankruptcy publications such as West’s Norton Bank-
ruptcy Law and Practice treatise, Wiley’s Advanced Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Practice treatise and 
The Americas Restructuring and Insolvency Guide. Mr. Shapiro is listed in Chambers USA, Best 
Lawyers in America and Crain’s Chicago Business’s “Who’s Who in Law,” and was named one of 
America’s 100 Top Global Turnaround Professionals in 2013. He earned his B.S. in finance at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and his J.D. from Emory University School of Law.

Brian L. Shaw is a member of Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin LLC in Chicago and has 20 years of 
experience representing debtors, secured and unsecured creditors, creditor and equity committees, 
chapter 7 and 11 trustees, and plaintiffs and defendants in bankruptcy-related litigation. He is ABI’s 
president-elect and previously served two terms as ABI’s vice president-membership. Mr. Shaw is 
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a past chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization Committee and has 
authored and co-authored numerous articles for the ABI Journal, Norton Bankruptcy Law Letter, 
The Bankruptcy Strategist, Business Credit and Credit Today, as well as for the Illinois Institute of 
Continuing Legal Education. He also chaired ABI’s inaugural Professional Development Program 
and regularly serves on the faculty of ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium. Mr. Shaw is admitted to 
practice in Illinois, the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Illinois, Central District of 
Illinois, Eastern District of Wisconsin and Northern District of Indiana, the U.S. Courts of Appeals 
for the Seventh and Eighth Circuits, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He received his J.D. magna cum 
laude from the University of Illinois College of Law.

Jay L. Silverberg is a member of Sills Cummis & Gross P.C. in New York, where his practice fo-
cuses on mergers and acquisitions, asset-based lending transactions, intellectual property licensing 
agreements, employment and consulting arrangements, initial public offerings, shareholder agree-
ments, limited liability company operating agreements, compositions, forbearance agreements and 
workouts, lending and factoring arrangements. He is a frequent lecturer on business topics and has 
been recognized in New York Super Lawyers in 2007, 2008 and 2010. Mr. Silverberg received his 
A.B. from Brandeis University in 1983 and his J.D. cum laude from Boston University School of 
Law, where he was an editor of the Annual Review of Banking Law and a judge advisor in the Moot 
Court program. 

Jeffrey M. Sklarz is an attorney with Green & Sklarz LLC in New Haven, Conn., where his prac-
tice focuses on bankruptcy, creditor/debtor, tax, pension and employee benefit and commercial 
litigation. He has particular experience with bankruptcy and tax law, as well as ERISA. Mr. Sklarz 
received his B.A. in government from Colby College, his J.D. from the University of Connecticut 
School of Law and his LL.M. in taxation from Boston University. 

Hon. Christopher S. Sontchi is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilming-
ton, appointed in 2006. Prior to his appointment, Judge Sontchi was in private practice, representing 
a wide variety of nationally based enterprises with diverse interests in most of the larger chapter 11 
reorganization proceedings filed in Delaware. Judge Sontchi is a lecturer of law at the University 
of Chicago Law School and an adjunct professor of law at Widener Law School in Wilmington, 
Del. He serves as the executive editor of the Delaware Law Review, recently wrote “Valuation: 
A Judge’s Perspective” for the ABI Law Review and is a member of the board of editors of The 
Delaware Lawyer. A frequent speaker on issues relating to corporate reorganizations, he is also a 
member of numerous professional organizations, including the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges, ABI, the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors, the Delaware State Bar As-
sociation and the Delaware Bankruptcy Inn of Court. Following law school, Judge Sontchi clerked 
for Hon. Joseph T. Walsh in the Delaware Supreme Court. He received his B.A. Phi Beta Kappa 
with distinction in political science from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and his 
J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School.

Stephen Spencer is a managing director in Houlihan Lokey’s Financial Restructuring Group in 
Minneapolis, where he focuses on advising companies in executing distressed recapitalizations. He 
has particular expertise executing out-of-court restructuring transactions involving consensual im-
pairment of one or more creditor constituencies. Sample distressed recapitalization transactions led 
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by Mr. Spencer include United Site Services, Inc., Network Communications Inc., Aquilex Services 
Corp. and Hutchinson Technology, Inc. He also works on chapter 9 insolvency issues and advises 
companies in chapter 11 restructurings. Mr. Spencer received his undergraduate degree from the 
University of Wisconsin.

James H.M. Sprayregen is a restructuring partner in the Chicago office of Kirkland & Ellis LLP, 
where he represents major U.S. and international companies in and out of court, as well as buyers 
and sellers of assets in distressed situations. He also advises boards of directors and generally rep-
resents domestic and international debtors and creditors in workout, insolvency, restructuring and 
bankruptcy matters. Mr. Sprayregen has handled matters for clients in industries as varied as manu-
facturing, technology, transportation, energy, media and real estate. He worked for nearly three 
years with Goldman Sachs, where he was co-head of its Americas Restructuring Group and helped 
lead its practice advising clients in restructuring and distressed situations. Prior to joining Goldman 
Sachs, Mr. Sprayregen spent 16 years at Kirkland & Ellis, to which he returned upon leaving Gold-
man Sachs. He is a frequent lecturer, speaker and panel moderator and has also published numerous 
articles on insolvency, fiduciary duty and distressed M&A issues. Mr. Sprayregen has been recog-
nized by Chambers USA, America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and The National Law Journal. 
In 2013, he was recognized by Who’s Who Legal Awards as a “Global Insolvency & Restructuring 
Lawyer of the Year.” Mr. Sprayregen was appointed president of INSOL International in 2013. He 
received his B.A. from the University of Michigan and his J.D. from the University of Illinois Col-
lege of Law.

Prof. Charles J. Tabb is the ABI spring 2014 resident scholar and the Mildred Van Voorhis Jones 
Chair in Law at the University of Illinois College of Law in Champaign, Ill. He has authored 
or co-authored several dozen articles and several books, most recently The Law of Bankruptcy 
(Foundation Press, 3d Ed. 2013), A Debtor World: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Debt (Oxford 
University Press, 2012) and Bankruptcy Law: Principles, Policies & Practice (LexisNexis, 3d Ed. 
2010). He practiced law with Carrington Coleman in Dallas before joining the Illinois faculty in 
1984. Prof. Tabb has won numerous teaching awards and has served as a visiting professor in Texas 
and Colorado, as a visiting scholar at Cambridge University and Nottingham, England, and as the 
SBLI Distinguished Visiting Professor at Georgia State. He is also on the global law faculty at 
Católica Global School of Law, Universidade Católica Portuguesa, in Lisbon, Portugal. In 1993, 
Prof. Tabb was appointed by Chief Justice Rehnquist to the Advisory Committee on the Federal 
Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure of the Judicial Conference of the United States, for which he served 
two terms. He also served as a commissioner from Illinois for the National Conference of Commis-
sioners on Uniform State Laws from 1997-2001. Prof. Tabb advised the Chinese government on the 
reform of its enterprise bankruptcy law, which then went into effect in June 2008. He is a member of 
the American Law Institute and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, for which he sits 
on the Board of Regents. Prof. Tabb received his bachelor’s degree summa cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa from Vanderbilt University, and his J.D. from the University of Virginia, where he served on 
the Virginia Law Review and was elected to the Order of the Coif.

Mark K. Thomas is a partner in Proskauer’s Business Solutions, Governance & Bankruptcy Group 
in Chicago, where he concentrates his practice on bankruptcies, workouts and restructurings involv-
ing all manner of industries and complex corporate issues. He represents debtors and borrowers in 
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chapter 11 bankruptcy cases and out-of-court workouts and restructurings around the country, and 
has handled workouts and bankruptcies involving both public and private companies. Mr. Thomas 
represents distressed companies in loan workouts, restructurings and bankruptcies, has assisted 
bank groups in providing debtor-in-possession financing facilities and bankruptcy exit financing, 
and has represented sellers and buyers of distressed businesses and assets in transactions both inside 
and outside of bankruptcy. Mr. Thomas clerked for Hon. Robert L. Eisen of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Northern District of Illinois from 1980-82. He is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy 
and restructuring matters and has spoken at seminars and conferences conducted by ABI, the As-
sociation for Corporate Growth, the Chicago Bar Association, Deal Flow Media, the Illinois CPA 
Society, RBS High Yield Conference, Renaissance American Management, Inc., the Beard Group, 
the Turnaround Management Association and the University of Chicago’s Booth Business School. 
He is AV Peer Review-rated by Martindale-Hubbell and has been consistently recognized in Illinois 
Super Lawyers, Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in America. He has also been recognized in 
M&A Advisor’s “U.S. Middle Market Deal of the Year,” and the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion’s Chicago chapter has awarded him “Transaction of the Year” honors. Mr. Thomas received his 
B.A. from Northwestern University and his J.D. from the University of San Diego School of Law.

Deborah L. Thorne is a partner in the Chicago office of Barnes & Thornburg LLP, where she 
concentrates her practice on corporate restructuring, bankruptcy and insolvency law. She has repre-
sented debtors, lenders, committees, trustees, asset-purchasers, lessors and other parties in interest 
in some of the country’s largest and most complex restructuring matters, including United Airlines, 
Kmart, Delphi, Meridian and Plastech. She also serves as receiver for the District Court for the 
Northern District of Illinois in cases brought by the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission. 
Ms. Thorne is a frequent writer and speaker on bankruptcy issues and other commercial issues and 
is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She is a member of ABI’s Board of Directors 
and is a former co-chair of ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors’ Committee. She serves on the Gov-
ernmental Affairs committee for NACM and previously chaired the Bankruptcy Committees for the 
Seventh Circuit and Chicago Bar Associations. Ms. Thorne was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America 2011 and 2012 in the areas of Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law, 
and was recognized as a 2011 “Leading Lawyer” in Illinois. She has also been recognized in Illinois 
Super Lawyers every year since 2003. Ms. Thorne received her M.A.T. from Duke University in 
1976 and her J.D. from Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago-Kent School of Law.

My Chi To is a partner in the Business Restructuring & Workouts group of Debevoise & Plimpton 
LLP in New York, where she has experience in representing debtors, creditors and investors in 
complex restructurings and bankruptcies and acquisitions of troubled companies. Ms. To advises 
a wide range of clients in connection with second-lien, mezzanine and real estate financings and 
restructurings. She is a Fellow of the American College of Investment Counsel, a member of the 
Association of the Bar of the City of New York and a member of the American Bar Association’s 
Section of Business Law, for which she is vice chair of its Subcommittee on Partnerships and Lim-
ited Liability Entities in Bankruptcy. She is also a member of Debevoise & Plimpton’s Diversity 
Committee and is a board member of the Asian American Law Fund of New York, Inc. A frequent 
speaker and writer on bankruptcy-related topics, her articles include “Anticipating the Downturn” 
(Mergers & Acquisitions, 2008) and “Distressed Deals: Section 363 M&A: How to Play the Game” 
(The Deal, 2007). In addition, Ms. To has been recognized in Chambers USA (2012) and in The Le-
gal 500 US (2012). From 1995-96, she served as a law clerk to Hon. Claire L’Heureux-Dubé of the 
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Supreme Court of Canada. Ms. To is a member of the New York and Quebec Bars and is admitted 
to practice before the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. She 
received her LL.L. in 1994 and her LL.B. in 1995 from the University of Ottawa, and in 1998 she 
received her M.Phil. in politics from the University of Oxford, where she was a Rhodes Scholar.

Sheryl L. Toby co-chairs Dykema Gossett PLLC’s Bankruptcy and Corporate Restructuring Group 
in Detroit and has been a bankruptcy and restructuring attorney for more than 25 years. She has 
represented clients in the manufacturing, retail, health care and real estate industries, as well as 
financial institutions and creditors’ committees, and she is experienced in addressing problems 
associated with critical-supplier issues. She is also a member of the firm’s Automotive and Manu-
facturing Industry Group and regularly advises manufacturing entities working with purchasing 
groups and in-house legal departments and management to address day-to-day challenges that in-
tersect operational and legal issues, including supply terms and conditions, stop-ship and other 
litigation threats, and to address financially troubled supplier issues that can threaten operations. A 
frequent national speaker and consultant, Ms. Toby serves on ABI’s Board of Directors and was co-
chair of ABI’s Commercial Fraud Task Force (2007-10) and program chair of ABI’s Central States 
Bankruptcy Workshop (2004-08). She is a founder and former chair of the Michigan Network of 
the International Women’s Insolvency Restructuring Confederation, and vice chair of the Use and 
Disposition of Property Subcommittee of the Business Bankruptcy Committee of the American Bar 
Association. Also an advisory committee member for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court Eastern District 
of Michigan (1997-98), she was named in The Best Lawyers in America and as a “Michigan Super 
Lawyer” in Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights by Law & Politics (2007-08), and she was se-
lected to Crain’s Detroit Business “40 Under 40” list.

David A. Vanaskey, Jr. is vice president of Wilmington Trust in Wilmington, Del., where he fo-
cuses on restructuring plans for large, complex automotive restructurings as well as other local, 
national and international clients. He has experience in the capital markets industry and specializes 
in capital market transactions in equipment and project finance, as well as default administration 
and restructuring opportunities. Mr. Vanaskey is a Certified Corporate Trust Specialist (CCTS). He 
received his bachelor’s degree from Widener University and his M.B.A. from the University of 
Delaware.

J. Scott Victor is a founding partner and managing director of SSG Capital Advisors, LLC in 
Conshohocken, Pa., and New York, where he has more than 30 years of experience represent-
ing companies in chapter 11 proceedings, workouts and restructurings. He is also an expert in 
the restructuring, refinancing and sale of distressed middle-market companies. Mr. Victor provides 
investment-banking services focusing on the sale, turnaround financing, restructuring and complex 
valuation of middle-market companies facing operational and/or financial challenges both in and 
out of chapter 11 proceedings throughout the U.S. and Europe. His clients are both publicly traded 
and privately held companies in a wide variety of industries, including manufacturing, home fur-
nishings, automotive, distribution, consumer products, health care, chemical, telecommunications, 
food processing, media, printing, packaging, service, transportation, publishing, e-commerce and 
retail. He has led or participated in more than 150 sale, refinancing and restructuring assignments 
for distressed middle-market companies both inside and outside of chapter 11 proceedings, and 
has testified as an expert in numerous U.S. bankruptcy courts. Mr. Victor has given more than 100 
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presentations around the U.S. and Europe on bankruptcy and insolvency law, distressed M&A and 
turnaround financing issues. He is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and is an active 
member of the Turnaround Management Association and ABI, serving as a member of ABI’s Board 
of Directors and on the advisory boards of its Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Conference, Complex Fi-
nancial Restructuring Program and VALCON. Mr. Victor was named 2010 and 2011 restructuring 
investment banker of the year for a boutique firm by the Global M&A Network in its annual Turn-
around Atlas Awards. He has also been named a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer for 2006-07 and a 
“Top Investment Banker” by The Deal for 2005-08, and was awarded the TMA Global Outstanding 
Individual Contribution Award in 2013. Mr. Victor received his B.A. from the University of Penn-
sylvania and his J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law.

Steven L. Victor is a professional fiduciary with Development Specialists, Inc. in Chicago, where 
he manages public and private companies involved in high-stakes chapter 11 and 7 bankruptcies, 
workouts and out-of-court liquidation proceedings. Mr. Victor has been involved with the sale of 
such public sector companies as Rouge Steel Company, Colo.com, Pacific Gateway Exchange, Inc., 
Calumet Industries, Inc. and Renaissance Cosmetics, Inc. He received his B.S. in investment bank-
ing and real estate from the University of Illinois and his M.A. in business administration from the 
University of Southern California. 

Hon. Mark S. Wallace is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Central District of California in Los 
Angeles, appointed Jan. 20, 2011. Prior to his appointment, Judge Wallace was an attorney with 
Stutman, Treister & Glatt PC (1991-2011) and Meyer Hendricks Victor Osborn & Maledon (1979-
91), as well as a law clerk to Hon. William B. Enright of the U.S. District Court (S.D. Cal.). In 2011, 
he sat by designation on the U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth Circuit. Judge Wallace 
has served as chair of the Bankruptcy and Workouts Committee of the American Bar Association’s 
Section of Taxation and was an adjunct professor at Loyola Law School (2002-10), where he taught 
a class in bankruptcy taxation. Judge Wallace participated in the joint Princeton-Columbia Accel-
erated Interdisciplinary Legal Education Program and received his A.B. summa cum laude from 
Princeton University, where he was elected Phi Beta Kappa. He received his J.D. from Columbia 
University School of Law, where he was a Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and a notes and comments 
editor on the Columbia Law Review.

Hon. Mary F. Walrath is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, 
appointed in 1998. She served as Chief Bankruptcy Judge from 2003-08. Judge Walrath previously 
clerked for Hon. Emil F. Goldhaber, Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia, and was an attorney at Clark Ladner Fortenbaugh & Young in Philadelphia, concentrating in 
the areas of debtor/creditor rights and commercial litigation. In addition to speaking at numerous 
bankruptcy educational programs and panels throughout the country, Judge Walrath is a member 
and co-president of the Delaware Bankruptcy American Inn of Court and a member of the Delaware 
Chapter of the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC), and 
sits on the Board of Governors of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, for which she 
serves as an associate editor of its American Bankruptcy Law Journal. Judge Walrath is an editor of 
the Rutter Group Bankruptcy Practice Guide and is also an adjunct professor at St. John’s Univer-
sity School of Law in New York. She received her A.B. in history from Princeton University and 
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earned her J.D. cum laude from Villanova University, where she was a member of the Villanova 
Law Review and was awarded the Order of the Coif.

Christopher A. Ward is a shareholder and practice chair with Polsinelli in Wilmington Del., where 
he represents clients in bankruptcy, financial restructuring and litigation matters. His practice fo-
cuses on corporate bankruptcy and financial restructuring and bankruptcy litigation. Mr. Ward has 
experience representing chapter 11 debtors and unsecured creditors’ committees. He received his 
B.A. from Moravian College in 1995 and his J.D. cum laude from Widener University School of 
Law in 1999.

Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff has served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge in the Northern District of Illi-
nois in Chicago since 1987 and as Chief Judge from 2002-07. After graduating from law school, 
Judge Wedoff became a partner and member of the executive committee at the Chicago law firm of 
Jenner & Block. As co-chair of ABI’s Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, he prepared analyses of 
bankruptcy reform legislation and testified before the House Subcommittee on Commercial & Ad-
ministrative Law. For his work in this area, Judge Wedoff received a special award from ABI. He is 
chair of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules and was a member of the working group that 
drafted the means test forms adopted by the Judicial Conference for the implementation of BAP-
CPA. He also drafted the model chapter 13 plan currently used in the Northern District of Illinois. 
Judge Wedoff is the author of the chapter on professional employment in Queenan, Hendel and 
Hillinger, Chapter 11 Theory and Practice (LRP Publications, 1994), and has been an associate edi-
tor of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal. He has served on ABI’s Executive Committee and as 
a governor and secretary of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, serving as its president 
2013. Judge Wedoff is also a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the 
National Bankruptcy Conference, and presided over the United Air Lines chapter 11 reorganization. 
Judge Wedoff received the Excellence in Education Award from the National Conference of Bank-
ruptcy Judges in 1995. He graduated from the college and law school of the University of Chicago.

Kenneth C. Weil is an attorney with the Law Office of Kenneth C. Weil in Seattle, where he fo-
cuses on helping individuals resolve tax problems with both the IRS and state. He is a founding 
member of the ABA Tax Section Committee on Bankruptcy Workouts and writes annual updates on 
new developments in tax and bankruptcy. Mr. Weil received his B.A. in 1974 from Tulane, his J.D. 
from the University of Alabama in 1980, his M.B.A. from the University of Chicago in 1981 and 
his LL.M. in taxation from New York University in 1983. 

Brett Weiss is the founder of Brett Weis Attorneys at Law in Greenbelt, Md., where he works on 
individual chapter 7, 11 and 13 cases and in chapter 11 small business restructuring and reorganiza-
tions. He represents individual and corporate debtors and creditors in all phases of bankruptcy. Mr. 
Weiss co-authored Chapter 11 for Individual Debtors and runs educational programs on individual 
chapter 11 cases. He is admitted to practice in Maryland and D.C., as well as the U.S. Tax Court, 
the Fourth, Eighth and District of Columbia Circuit Courts of Appeals, and the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Mr. Weiss is a frequent speaker on bankruptcy topics. He received his J.D. from the University of 
Maryland School of Law.
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John C. Weitnauer is a partner with Alston & Bird LLP in Atlanta, where he represents debtors and 
creditors in bankruptcy cases, as well asplaintiffs and defendants in bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy 
litigation, and handles transactional matters. In 2006, he was trial counsel for the plaintiffs in a five-
week jury trial in Oregon that resulted in a verdict that found more than $965 million in transfers 
to have been made with the actual intent to hinder, delay or defraud plaintiffs, and awarded $350 
million in punitive damages to plaintiffs — the largest verdict in 2006, according to The National 
Law Journal. He has been featured in The Best Lawyers in America since 1995 and in 2014 was 
named the Atlanta Litigation – Bankruptcy “Lawyer of the Year.” Mr. Weitnauer is also a Fellow in 
the American College of Bankruptcy and is profiled in ChambersUSA Client’s Guide to America’s 
Leading Lawyers for Business in Bankruptcy/Restructuring. Mr. Weitnauer is a contributing editor 
to Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice and Bankruptcy Litigation Manual, and he is an associate 
editor of the ABI Journal. He also authored the ABI book The Bankruptcy Court’s Watchdog: The 
Appointment, Role and Power of Examiners Today (ABI, 2011), and co-authored Business Valua-
tions and Bankruptcy (John Wiley & Sons, 2009).

Nancy J. Whaley is an attorney and chapter 13 trustee for the Northern District of Georgia in At-
lanta, appointed in January 2003. She also serves as the chapter 12 trustee for the Northern District 
of Georgia. She is an adjunct professor of law at John Marshall Law School and is a member and 
past president of the Georgia Association for Women Lawyers. Ms. Whaley serves on the State Bar 
of Georgia’s Board of Governors, is the past chair of its Bankruptcy Section and Communications 
Committee and is a member of its Finance and Legislative Affairs’ Advisory Committee. She also 
served on the Executive Committee for the State Bar of Georgia from 2005-11, is a current board 
member for the Atlanta Bar Association Bankruptcy Section and is a Fellow and past board member 
for the Lawyers Foundation of Georgia. She retired from the Air Force Reserve on Oct. 3, 2009, 
at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Ms. Whaley received her B.A. cum laude from Eureka College, 
where she was a Ronald Reagan Scholar, and earned her J.D. from Emory Law School.

Deborah D. Williamson is a managing director with Cox Smith Matthews Incorporated in San 
Antonio, where advises clients on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. She is Board Certified in Busi-
ness Bankruptcy Law by both the Texas Board of Legal Specialization and the American Board 
of Certification. Ms. Williamson is a former ABI president and past-chair of the Bankruptcy Law 
Section of the State Bar of Texas, and currently serves on ABI’s Commission to Study the Re-
form of Chapter 11. She is also a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, the San Antonio 
Bar Foundation and the Texas Bar Foundation. A recipient of ABI’s 2011 “Lifetime Achievement 
Award,” Ms. Williamson founded the ABI Journal’s “Benchnotes” column and is a former ABI Vice 
President-Publications. She is listed in the Guide to the World’s Leading Insolvency and Restruc-
turing Lawyers, published by Euromoney Legal Media Group, and was designated as one of the 
leading Texas bankruptcy lawyers by Chambers USA. AV-Rated, Ms. Williamson is also listed in 
Texas Monthly’s “Top 100 Lawyers in Texas,” with additional recognition in the “Top 50 Attorneys 
in Central Texas” and “Top 50 Women Lawyers in Texas” categories. She has also been listed in 
Best Lawyers in America for more than 10 years and is listed as one of the five bankruptcy attorneys 
in the Texas Lawyer’s “Go-to Guide.” Her published work includes Bankruptcy Litigation Manual: 
What Civil Litigators Need to Know (ABI, 2007) and When Gushers Go Dry: The Essentials of Oil 
& Gas Bankruptcy (ABI, 2012). She received her B.A. in political science with honors from the 
University of Texas, El Paso and her J.D. cum laude from the University of Houston Law Center.
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R. Scott Williams is a partner with Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell, PC in Birmingham, Ala., where 
he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy, reorganization and creditors’ rights and commercial liti-
gation. From 1988-92, he served as counsel to Sen. Howell T. Heflin on the U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Courts and Administrative Practice, and also served as legislative 
liaison to the Federal Courts Study Committee from 1989-90. While serving with Sen. Heflin, Mr. 
Williams played a significant role in drafting the U.S. Bankruptcy Code amendments that were en-
acted in 1995. He was a law clerk to U.S. District Judge Sharon Lovelace Blackburn of the Northern 
District of Alabama from 1992-93, and is active in the bankruptcy bar on the local and national lev-
els. He is co-author of ABI’s Bankruptcy Litigation Manual: What Civil Litigators Need to Know, 
available at bookstore.abi.org. Mr. Williams is a frequent lecturer and author on bankruptcy and 
commercial law topics, and in 2007, he became the first practicing lawyer from Alabama to serve 
on ABI’s Board of Directors. He currently co-chairs ABI’s Litigation Skills Symposium. Mr. Wil-
liams received his B.A. from the University of Illinois in 1985 and his J.D. from the University of 
Alabama in 1988, where he was an editor of the Journal of the Legal Profession. 

Matthew J. Williams is a partner with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP in New York and a member 
of the firm’s Business Restructuring and Reorganization Practice Group. He represents financial 
institutions, creditor groups, committees and debtors in complex restructurings. Mr. Williams has 
been recognized by Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, Law360 and Turn-
around & Workouts magazine. He has been part of multiple high-profile and cross-border proceed-
ings, including Arcapita Bank (chapter 11 debtor), General Motors (trustee for $23 billion in bonds 
and liquidating trustee administering wind-down of estate), Dynegy (subordinated noteholders) and 
Nortel (363 bidder). Mr. Williams received his B.A. in 1994 from the College of New Jersey and 
his J.D. in 1998 from Rutgers University.

Robert B. Wilson is the standing chapter 13 trustee for the Northern District of Texas in Lubbock 
and practices at the Law Office of Robert B. Wilson. He was previously a partner with Sims, Hub-
bert & Wilson in Lubbock. Mr. Wilson is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law and is a 
past president of the Lubbock County Bar Association. A frequent speaker and author, he received 
his B.A from Texas Tech University in 1965 and his J.D. from the University of Houston Law 
School in 1968.

D. Farrington Yates is co-head of Denton’s U.S. Restructuring and Insolvency Practice in New 
York, where he represents clients in complex bankruptcy and restructuring proceedings. He has 
worked in international bankruptcy matters and cross-border insolvencies. He is a Fellow of INSOL 
International and a frequent speaker on bankruptcy issues. Mr. Yates received his B.A. magna cum 
laude from Duke University and his J.D. from the University of Texas School of Law. 

William K. Zewadski is a senior member of Trenam Kemker in Tampa, Fla., where he focuses 
on creditors’ committees, lender liability, workouts, restructuring and asset-planning. He has been 
recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for Bankruptcy/Creditor-Debtor Rights Law and Bank-
ruptcy Litigation (1987-2014), Florida Super Lawyers (2006-13) and Corporate Counsel maga-
zine’s “Top Lawyers 2009.” Mr. Zewadski received his B.A. in history with high honors from 
Emory University in 1966 and his J.D. with high honors from the University of Florida College of 
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Law in 1969, where he was first in his class, a recipient of the Florida Blue Key and editor in chief 
of the University of Florida Law Review.

Craig Zimmerman is the managing attorney for the Law Offices of Craig Zimmerman in Irvine, 
Calif., where he focuses on consumer and small business bankruptcy, representing clients in tax 
matters and FDCPA, TCPA and FCRA plaintiff actions. His firm also assists student loan borrow-
ers with nonbankruptcy resolutions of their student loans and prosecutes FDCPA actions against 
student loan debt collectors. Mr. Zimmerman was a debtor’s attorney for most of his professional 
career and was previously in-house counsel for three subprime auto finance companies in southern 
California, during which time he oversaw their collection and bankruptcy units and was responsible 
for all litigation and nonstandard bankruptcy matters involving the companies. He is admitted to 
practice law in New York, New Jersey and California. Mr. Zimmerman earned his LL.M. in taxa-
tion from the University of San Diego.

Hon. Gregg W. Zive was sworn in as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada in Reno 
on Jan. 23, 1995, and was reappointed in 2009. He is admitted to the Bars of California (1973) and 
Nevada (1976) and to the U.S. Supreme Court. Judge Zive is a past president of the National Con-
ference of Bankruptcy Judges, a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy (inducted in 2005) 
and Master Emeritus of the Bruce R. Thompson Chapter of the American Inns of Court. He is also 
a member of the Washoe County Bar Association (president, 1992-93), the Nevada State-Federal 
Judicial Council and the State Bar of Nevada Advisory Commission on Law Related Education. 
Judge Zive has been a member of the Ninth Circuit Public Information and Community Outreach 
Committee and the Ninth Circuit Standing Committee on ADR. He is a member of ABI’s Board of 
Directors and chaired the Ninth Circuit Conference of Chief Bankruptcy Judges from October 2005 
to September 2006. Judge Zive received his B.A. in journalism from the University of Nevada in 
1967 and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Notre Dame Law School in 1973, where 
he was a member and editor of its law review.


