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Jeffrey S. Ainsworth is an attorney with the Law Office of Robert Bailey Branson, P.A. in Or-
lando, Fla., where he practices in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and civil litigation. He 
is a member of the ABI, the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association, the Orange County Bar 
Association and the Florida Bar Association, and is the current chair of the Orange County Bar 
Association Bankruptcy Committee and treasurer of the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Associa-
tion. Mr. Ainsworth is admitted to practice in the U.S. District Court for the Northern, Middle and 
Southern Districts of Florida and all Florida state courts. He received his B.A. from the University 
of Central Florida and his J.D. from Florida State University College of Law.

Eric W. Anderson is a partner in the Atlanta office of Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs LLP and 
a member of the firm’s bankruptcy practice group, concentrating his practice in bankruptcy, work-
outs, financial restructuring and commercial finance. He regularly represents banks, financial in-
stitutions, secured asset-based lenders and other parties in bankruptcy and financial restructuring 
matters both in and out of bankruptcy, debtor-in-possession financing, loan collection and enforce-
ment, purchase and sale of assets of distressed companies, and various related transactions. A fre-
quent writer and speaker, Mr. Anderson is a member and co-chair of the Advisory Board for ABI’s 
Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop and has contributed articles to the ABI Journal and other publica-
tions. He is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Atlanta Bar Association and is a past 
chair of the Atlanta Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Law Section. Mr. Anderson has been included 
in Georgia’s Legal Elite from 2007-12 and has been listed as a “Georgia Super Lawyer” in Atlanta 
Magazine. He has also been recognized by Chambers USA. Mr. Anderson received his undergradu-
ate degree with distinction from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and his J.D. cum laude from 
the University of Wisconsin Law School.

C.R. “Chip” Bowles, Jr. is a partner in the law firm of Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP in Lou-
isville, Ky., where he concentrates his practice in the areas of distressed-asset sales, professional 
compensation, representation of nonattorney professionals, and debtor and creditor rights. Prior to 
serving as law clerk to Hon. Henry H. Dickinson, he was an associate with the law firm of Porter, 
Wright, Morris and Author in Cincinnati. Mr. Bowles is an ABI director and vice chair of the Na-
tional Ethics Task Force, chaired ABI’s Chapter 11 Professional Fee Study, and has been a contrib-
uting editor of the ABI Journal. He formerly served as co-chair of ABI’s Professional Compensation 
Committee and is a board member for the American Board of Certification. Mr. Bowles lectures 
and writes extensively on bankruptcy law and authored ABI’s book Getting Paid: Retention and 
Compensation in Bankruptcy Cases—A Guide for Non-Attorney Professionals and the Attorneys 
Who Represent Them, now in its Second Edition. He is also the past editor of The Broken Bench and 
Bar, the newsletter of the Kentucky Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section, and is a board member 
of the American Board of Certification.

Hon. Kevin J. Carey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington 
and served as Chief Judge from 2008-11. He also serves as the bankruptcy judge representative 
on the Third Circuit Judicial Council. He previously served as a U.S. bankruptcy judge for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Judge Carey began his legal career clerking for Hon. Thomas 
M. Twardowski, then served as clerk of court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. He is a 
member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, ABI and the Turnaround Management 
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Association’s Board of Trustees. In addition, he is a member of the Judicial Conference Committee 
on Space and Facilities and the Council’s Facilities and Security Committee, and he is a part-time 
adjunct professor at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law and St. John’s University’s LL.M. 
in bankruptcy program. Judge Carey is a contributing author to the Collier Forms Manual and 
Collier on Bankruptcy. He received his B.A. from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. from 
Villanova University School of Law.

Rudy J. Cerone is a member of McGlinchey Stafford, PLLC in its New Orleans office and is a 
former chair and president of the American Board of Certification. A frequent lecturer on bank-
ruptcy issues for more than 20 years, he also serves as ABI’s Secretary and was co-chair of ABI’s 
Bankruptcy Litigation Committee from 2005-06 and chair of its Hospitality, Entertainment Venues 
and Gaming Subcommittee from 2001-05. He was also a member of ABI’s Southwest Bankruptcy 
Conference Advisory Board from 2003-11. Mr. Cerone chaired the State Bar of California’s Board 
of Legal Specialization from 2002-04 and is a member of the Federal Fifth Circuit and American 
Bar Associations (Business Law Section, Business Bankruptcy Committee and Secured Creditors’ 
Subcommittee). He is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of 
Certification (1993) and by the Louisiana State Bar Association (1997), and is also a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy. Mr. Cerone received his B.A. summa cum laude from the Univer-
sity of California at San Diego and his J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School, where he 
was a recipient of the Order of the Coif and received a “Best Law Review Editor” award as execu-
tive editor of the Boston College International & Comparative Law Review.

B. Summer Chandler is a partner with the firm of McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP in its Atlanta 
office. She has extensive experience representing various parties in interest in chapter 11 reorga-
nization proceedings and chapter 7 liquidation proceedings, including prosecuting and defending 
bankruptcy litigation matters. In addition, she is heavily involved in her firm’s representation of 
distressed municipalities. Ms. Chandler also represents clients before state and federal courts in a 
variety of commercial litigation actions, including business torts, contract disputes and receivership 
actions. She received her B.A. from the University of North Carolina at Asheville and her J.D. from 
the University of Michigan Law School.

Maria Ellena Chavez-Ruark is a partner at Saul Ewing LLP in Baltimore, where she represents 
debtors, creditors’ committees, secured creditors, unsecured creditors, lessors, purchasers of assets, 
trustees, receivers and other litigants in complex bankruptcy, debtor/creditor and commercial litiga-
tion matters. In 2009 and 2011, she was named one of Maryland’s “Top 100 Women in Business” 
by The Daily Record, was named to The Best Lawyers in America in 2013 and was selected for 
inclusion in Maryland Super Lawyers from 2010 through the present. Ms. Chavez-Ruark was also 
recognized for her exemplary service and commitment to providing pro bono legal representation 
to Maryland’s needy and underrepresented citizens by the Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland 
in 2010 and by the Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service in 2006. She received her B.S. and M.B.A. 
from Salisbury University and her J.D. cum laude from the University of Baltimore School of Law. 

Jules S. Cohen is a shareholder at Akerman Senterfitt LLP in Orlando, Fla., and has practiced 
bankruptcy law for more than 30 years. He regularly represents banks and other lenders as secured 
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creditors in bankruptcy proceedings in all types of businesses. In addition, he represents buyers of 
assets from bankruptcy cases and defendants in preference suits. He has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America since its beginning 17 years ago and is Board Certified in Business Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Cohen received his B.A., cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa from the University of Florida and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Henry M. Coxe, III is a director at Bedell, Dittmar, DeVault, Pillans & Coxe, P.A. in Jacksonville, 
Fla., where his practice focuses on criminal defense in both state and federal courts. Previously, he 
worked in the Florida State Attorney’s Office. Mr. Coxe as been recognized in The Best Lawyers 
in America since 1988 and was also named the Jacksonville Financial/Daily News “Lawyer of the 
Year,” and for the past four years he has been identified as one of the top 10 Florida lawyers in 
Florida Super Lawyers Magazine. He received his B.A. from the University of the South and his 
J.D. from Washington and Lee University School of Law.

Richard M. Dauval is a partner with Leavengood, Nash, Dauval & Boyle, P.A. in St. Petersburg, 
Fla., and has practiced bankruptcy law since 2004. Prior to joining Leavengood, he was a litigation 
attorney for Feinberg, Isaak and Smith, P.A., in Tampa, Fla. Mr. Dauval is a member of the Tampa 
Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association, the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys 
(NACBA), ABI and the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Trustees. He was appointed 
to the Middle District of Florida Chapter 7 Panel of Trustees in January 2011, and is also a licensed 
title insurance agent with Attorney’s Title Insurance Fund, Inc. Mr. Dauval received his B.A. from 
the University of Colorado at Boulder and his J.D. from the New England School of Law, and he 
also holds an LL.M in taxation from the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

Prof. Andrew B. Dawson teaches contracts, bankruptcy and advanced topics in bankruptcy at the 
University of Miami School of Law in Coral Gables, Fla., and currently serves on the ABI Com-
mission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11 as the reporter for its Labor and Benefits Section. In 
addition, Prof. Dawson serves on the executive advisory board of ABI’s Caribbean Insolvency 
Symposium. He is currently researching topics concerning UCC revised Article 9 and bankruptcy 
and labor issues. Before joining the UM faculty, Prof. Dawson clerked in the Delaware Bankruptcy 
Court for Hon. Peter J. Walsh and on the Third Circuit Court of Appeals for Hon. Jane R. Roth, and 
he was a Kauffman Legal Fellow at Harvard Law School. Prof. Dawson received his B.A. from 
Williams College and his J.D. from the Harvard Law School, where he was senior editor of Harvard 
Negotiation Law Review. He has also received the ABI Medal of Excellence in Bankruptcy and the 
Irving Oberman Memorial Award for best student bankruptcy paper.

C. Edward Dobbs is a partner at Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs LLP in Atlanta, where he heads 
the firm’s commercial practice group (which includes commercial lending, bankruptcy and work-
outs). He represents financial institutions in structuring and documenting commercial loan transac-
tions, as well as debtors and creditors in workouts and chapter 11 bankruptcy cases. Mr. Dobbs has 
authored two books and numerous law review articles and is a frequent lecturer. He is a Fellow and 
past president of the American College of Commercial Finance Lawyers, a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy, a former adjunct professor of law at Emory University Law School, a board 
member of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute, and a former president and chair of the 
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Bankruptcy Law Section of the State Bar of Georgia. He is also a Fellow of the Georgia Bar Foun-
dation and past chair of the creditors’ rights and syndications subcommittees of the ABA Section of 
Business Law. Mr. Dobbs serves on the Davidson College Board of Trustees, and for more than 15 
years has served on the complex commercial case panel of arbitrators for the American Arbitration 
Association and as a mediator in numerous matters arising out of or related to commercial lending 
and bankruptcy. He has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America and in Chambers USA, and he 
was named one of the top 10 “Georgia Super Lawyers” in Atlanta Magazine in 2004 and as one of 
the top 100 “Super Lawyers” in Georgia. Moreover, he has been listed in Georgia Trend magazine 
each year since 2004 as one of Georgia’s leading practitioners. Mr. Dobbs is a graduate of Davidson 
College and earned his J.D. from Vanderbilt University School of Law, where he served as articles 
editor of The Vanderbilt Law Review and was a member of Order of the Coif.

Prof. Jaime L. Dodge is an assistant professor at the University of Georgia School of Law in 
Athens, Ga., teaching complex litigation, bankruptcy, dispute resolution and systems design. Her 
scholarship focuses on how the structure of procedural regimes, from aggregate litigation to alter-
native dispute resolution models, affects the exercise of rights and enforcement of substantive law. 
Her research also explores new sources of litigation, with an emphasis on the growing use of non-
Article III tribunals by both private and public actors. Prof. Dodge’s work has been published in the 
Virginia Law Review and the Harvard Law Review. Prior to coming to UGA, she served as a Cli-
menko Fellow and Lecturer in Law at Harvard Law School, and she has also been an international 
visiting assistant professor at the Peking University School of Transnational Law. Prof. Dodge is 
currently co-reporter for the ABA’s Working Group on White Collar Crime, Asset Forfeiture, and 
Business Bankruptcy. Before teaching, she practiced law for a number of years with Paul Hastings 
and later with Gibson Dunn, and prior to that she clerked for Hon. John T. Noonan Jr. of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Prof. Dodge received her B.A. from Dartmouth College, her 
M.D.R. from Pepperdine University and her J.D. from Harvard University, where she served as the 
Supreme Court chair of the Harvard Law Review.

Diane P. Furr is a partner at Poyner Spruill LLP in Charlotte, N.C., where her experience includes 
banking, credit, and financial services and bankruptcy in such fields as construction, retail, fran-
chise, hospitality, manufacturing and equipment leasing. Her areas of practice include creditors’ 
rights and bankruptcy, workouts, banking and commercial law. Ms Furr represents secured and 
unsecured creditors in chapter 11 cases involving preferences, reclamation and § 503(b)(9) claims, 
debtor-in-possession financing and cash-collateral issues, asset purchases and executory contracts, 
and she also represents unsecured creditors’ committees in chapter 11 cases. She is a frequent au-
thor and is a member of the North Carolina Bar Association, the Turnaround Management Associa-
tion, LEAN Network and ABI, for which she is on the advisory board of its Southeast Bankruptcy 
Workshop. Ms. Furr received her B.A. cum laude from Meredith College and her J.D. from Wake 
Forest University.

Hon. Arthur J. Gonzalez was a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York 
in New York from 1995-2012 and is currently a Senior Fellow at NYU School of Law, where he 
had been serving as an adjunct professor since 2008. Previously, Judge Gonzalez had been a U.S. 
Trustee for Region 2 (Second Circuit) from 1993-95 and an Assistant U.S. Trustee in the Southern 



Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop 2013

874

District of New York from 1991-93. Prior to that, he was an attorney in the Office of Chief Counsel 
of the Internal Revenue Service, earning the Chief Counsel’s Special Achievement Award for three 
consecutive years. Following his career with the IRS, he practiced with the firms of Pollner, Mezan, 
Stolzberg, Berger & Glass, P.C. and Gaston & Snow in New York City. Judge Gonzalez received 
his undergraduate degree in accounting from Fordham University, his master’s degree in education 
from Brooklyn College, his J.D. from Fordham University School of Law and his LL.M. in taxation 
from New York University School of Law.

Neil C. Gordon is a partner in the bankruptcy and reorganization department at Arnall Golden 
Gregory LLP in Atlanta. He has been in private practice for 30 years, with the last 28 devoted 
exclusively to the areas of bankruptcy, business reorganization, fraud investigations and creditors’ 
rights. Mr. Gordon chaired the Bankruptcy Law Section of the Atlanta Bar Association from 1992-
93 and has been a panel trustee since 1994, administering approximately 23,000 chapter 7 and 11 
cases. Mr. Gordon was first elected to the Board of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees 
in 2000 and currently serves as its president. He is also on the editorial boards of both the Journal 
of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees and the ABI Journal. Mr. Gordon has authored 
or co-authored more than 40 scholarly articles and book chapters on bankruptcy law-related topics 
and has been a speaker at more than 50 seminars throughout the country. Mr. Gordon is the educa-
tion director of ABI’s Legislation Committee and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. 
After graduating from the University of Georgia’s Lumpkin School of Law in 1979, he served for 
two years as a law clerk in Atlanta for U.S. District Court Judge Robert L. Vining, Jr.

Elizabeth A. Green is an equity partner in the Orlando, Fla., office of Baker Hostetler, where she 
practices primarily in the areas of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights and has represented corporate 
debtors and secured creditors, unsecured creditors, committees, bondholders and trustees in bank-
ruptcy cases of corporate and individual debtors. She is also experienced with out-of-court work-
outs, assignments for the benefit of creditors and the representation of receivers. Ms. Green has 
been recognized in Best Lawyers in America as “Orlando Insolvency Lawyer of the Year 2012,” 
Orlando Magazine’s “Top Lawyers,” Florida Trend’s “Legal Elite” and Florida Super Lawyers 
since 2006, as well as in Chambers USA since 2012. In addition, she is rated AV Preeminent by 
Martindale-Hubbell. Ms. Green has served as a director of the Central Florida Bankruptcy Bar 
Association since 2008 and is its immediate past president. She is also a member of the Business 
Law Section of The Florida Bar and is on its committee to amend the Assignment for Benefit of 
Creditors statute, and she is a founder and co-chair of the Central Florida C.A.R.E. Program (Credit 
Abuse Resistance Education) for high school and college students. She received her J.D. with hon-
ors from the University of Florida Levin College of Law, where she was a member of the Order of 
the Coif, and her B.A. from the New College of Florida.

James Hadfield is a director with Morgan Joseph TriArtisan LLC in Atlanta and has more than a 
decade of investment banking, private equity and lending experience. Mr. Hadfield focuses on mid-
dle-market financing, merger and acquisition, and restructuring advisory services. Before joining 
Morgan Joseph, he co-opened a regional office for Cerberus Capital Management and its lending 
fund Ableco Finance. While at Cerberus, Mr. Hadfield was responsible for the sourcing of new debt 
and equity investment opportunities, underwriting transactions and portfolio management. Prior to 
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joining Cerberus, he had focused on execution of a variety of engagements with Houlihan Lokey 
Howard & Zukin and was an associate with Standard & Poor’s Corporate Value Consulting and a 
Financial Analyst with International Business Machines. Mr. Hadfield received his B.B.A. summa 
cum laude with high honors from the Terry School of Business at the University of Georgia. 

Hon. Wendy L. Hagenau is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Georgia in Atlan-
ta. Prior to assuming the bench in 2010, she was a partner in the restructuring group at Bryan Cave 
Powell Goldstein LLP in Atlanta, where she concentrated in workouts and insolvency, representing 
debtors in workouts in chapter 11 cases, representation of creditors, including indenture trustees in 
chapter 11 cases, receivership actions and workouts, and commercial litigation in general, including 
dischargeability litigation. Judge Hagenau has extensive experience in the representation of nursing 
homes and health care providers and broad experience in commercial litigation, including state and 
district court jury trials. She also has experience in advising insolvent financial institution holding 
companies. Judge Hagenau has spoken to various groups, including the State Bar of Georgia and 
the Georgia Bankers Association. She is a director of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute 
and a member of the Advisory Board for the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Law Journal. Judge 
Hagenau has been named a “Georgia Legal Elite Lawyer” and “Georgia Super Lawyer,” and has 
been listed in The Best Lawyers in America and Chambers’ America’s Leading Lawyers for Busi-
ness. She received her B.A. in 1980 from the University of Tennessee and her J.D. in 1983 from 
Duke University School of Law.

Hon. Laurel Myerson Isicoff has been a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Florida 
in Miami since Feb. 13, 2006. Previously, she specialized in commercial bankruptcy, foreclosure, 
bankruptcy and SEC receiverships involving Ponzi schemes and workout matters both as a transac-
tional attorney and as a litigator for 14 years with the law firm of Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton 
after practicing for eight years with Squire, Sanders & Dempsey. She holds an AV rating from Mar-
tindale-Hubbell and has been recognized several times in The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers 
USA “America’s Leading Lawyers for Business,” in the “2005 Client’s Guide” by Chambers & 
Partners as a leading individual in the field of bankruptcy, and as a “Top Lawyer” in South Florida 
by The Florida Trend. She was inducted into the American College of Bankruptcy in March 2006 
and was recently appointed to serve as a director of the American College of Bankruptcy Founda-
tion. Judge Isicoff is a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association (BBA) of the Southern 
District of Florida and chaired the BBA’s Pro Bono Task Force prior to her judicial appointment. 
She taught the inaugural year of the Bankruptcy Assistance Clinic at St. Thomas Law School, a 
program that she helped design and for which she served as a student mentor, and she also served as 
a student mentor to the University of Miami School of Law bankruptcy clinic. Judge Isicoff speaks 
extensively on bankruptcy and pro bono service topics around the country, as well as to high school 
and college students in the Miami area on financial literacy. She clerked for Hon. Daniel S. Pearson 
at the Florida Third District Court of Appeals before entering private practice with Squire Sanders 
& Dempsey. Judge Isicoff received her J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law in 1982.

Cory G. Jackson, Jr. is president of Jackson Hospitality Services (JHS), a hotel management and 
development firm in Birmingham, Ala., where he manages full- and focus-service properties in 
the southeastern United States, concentrating on Hilton and Intercontinental Hotel Group-licensed 
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properties. Mr. Jackson also serves as vice president of Vimana Franchise Systems, LLC, which 
licenses Key West Inns and Centerstone Hotels, representing more than 30 properties. During his 
career, he has developed more than 35 new-build hotels. He is also a past chairman of the American 
Hotel Association’s Council of Inns & Suites. Mr. Jackson received his B.S. from Cornell Univer-
sity’s School of Hotel Administration.

Lesley J. Johnson is a partner at Kapila & Company in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. She joined the firm in 
1997 after 17 years practicing tax with international and large regional accounting firms. Ms. John-
son concentrates on bankruptcy and insolvency taxation, and has provided tax services to debtors, 
creditors, receivers, assignees, bankruptcy trustees and liquidating trustees. She is qualified as a 
CPA for the state of Florida, is a Certified Insolvency and Restructuring Advisor, and is a member 
of the Florida Institute of Public Accountants, the American Institute of Public Accountants, and the 
Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors. Ms. Johnson received her B.S. from Barry 
University.

Joe A. Joseph is a partner in the Creditor’s Rights and Bankruptcy Group of Burr & Forman LLP in 
Birmingham, Ala. Since 1987, his practice has been concentrated on the representation of creditors 
and other parties in complex commercial matters, both in bankruptcy court and in state and federal 
trial courts. He also has extensive experience in chapter 11 reorganizations and commercial loan 
restructurings. Mr. Joseph has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America (2009-13) and as a 
leading practitioner in bankruptcy and restructuring by Chambers USA. He received his B.S. from 
the University of Alabama and his J.D. from Samford University Cumberland School of Law.

Jeffrey W. Kelley is a partner at Troutman Sanders LLP in Atlanta, where he leads the firm’s bank-
ruptcy practice group and concentrates his practice on commercial bankruptcy, reorganization and 
restructuring. He is a contributing author to ABI Journal, the Norton Annual Surveys of Bankruptcy 
Law, the ABA Banking Journal and the Georgia Bar Journal, is listed in Chambers USA and Atlan-
ta Magazine’s “Georgia Super Lawyers,” and was named a Legal Elite by Georgia Trend magazine. 
Mr. Kelley is on the advisory board of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop and is a Fellow of 
the American College of Bankruptcy. He is also director of the Southeast Bankruptcy Law Institute 
and a past chairman of the American Bar Association’s Lender Liability Subcommittee of the Com-
mercial Finance Committee. A frequent speaker, Mr. Kelley has been a panelist at conferences for 
such organizations as ABI, ABA, AIRA, ICLE in Georgia and the Georgia Bankers Association. 
He is a member of the American, Federal and Atlanta Bar Associations, ABI and the Turnaround 
Management Association. Mr. Kelley earned his B.A. cum laude from Vanderbilt University and his 
J.D. from the University of Illinois, where he was editor and contributing author to the Law Forum.

Jennifer B. Kimble is a member of Haskell Slaughter Young & Rediker, LLC in Birmingham, 
Ala., and practices in the firm’s bankruptcy group, where she represents creditors, debtors, unse-
cured creditors committees, chapter 7 trustees and other parties in bankruptcy and civil litigation 
matters, workouts and out-of-court restructurings. Ms. Kimble serves on the executive board of 
the Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section of the Birmingham Bar Association, as well as on 
the Birmingham Bar Association’s Grievance Committee. She also serves on the IWIRC Board of 
Directors as programs director, and in 2010 she co-founded and now co-chairs the IWIRC Alabama 
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Network. Ms. Kimble is a member of TMA and was selected as an Alabama Super Lawyers “Rising 
Star” in 2011, 2012 and 2013 for bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights. She also received IWIRC’s 
Rising Star Award in 2012. Ms. Kimble received her B.A. summa cum laude from Mississippi State 
University and her J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Mississippi School of Law, where 
she was associate articles editor of the Mississippi Law Journal and served on its moot court board.  

Jeanne A. Kraft is a shareholder with Wolff, Hill, McFarlin & Herron, PA, in Orlando, Fla., and 
has represented debtors, creditors and trustees in all aspects of business and consumer bankruptcy 
cases. She is certified in consumer bankruptcy law by the American Board of Certification and 
served two terms on the board of directors of the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association, 
a nonprofit organization that supports the collegial and professional practice of bankruptcy law 
in Central Florida. Recently, Ms. Kraft was appointed by Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Karen S. 
Jennemann to the District-Wide Steering Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle 
District of Florida. She is admitted to practice in Florida, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh 
Circuit, and the U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts for both the Southern and Middle Districts 
of Florida. Ms. Kraft received her B.A. from the University of Florida and her J.D. from Stetson 
University College of Law.

Charles H. Lichtman is a shareholder of Berger Singerman, PA in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where 
his practice focuses on complex commercial litigation and trial practice, particularly in “bet the 
farm” business crisis matters. He has significant experience in large fraud, corporate shareholder 
and finance cases of all types and has tried approximately 120 cases. For nearly 4 years, Mr. Li-
chtman has served as lead litigation counsel for Bankruptcy Trustee Herbert Stettin in connection 
with the largest Ponzi scheme in Florida history, In re Rothstein Rosenfeldt & Adler, P.A. (RRA). 
The trustee’s liquidating plan of reorganization was recently approved and will provide a 100 per-
cent payment to general unsecured creditors — possibly the first time in history that victims of a 
Ponzi scheme of this scope will obtain such a recovery. Mr. Lichtman has been named in The Best 
Lawyers in America since 2009 in the areas of “Bet the Business” Litigation, Securities Litigation, 
Bankruptcy Litigation and Commercial Litigation. He was also a finalist in 2011 for the Daily Busi-
ness Review’s “Most Effective Lawyer Award in Bankruptcy” and was named by the South Florida 
Business Journal as a “Key Partner” in 2010. Mr. Lichtman is a frequent lecturer in a wide array 
of issues dealing with fraud cases, complex litigation and trial practice. He received his A.B. from 
Indiana University and his J.D. from DePaul University College of Law.

Hon. Margaret A. Mahoney is Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Alabama 
in Mobile, appointed in December 1993. She has also been a bankruptcy judge in the District of 
Minnesota and the Southern District of Texas. From 1989-93, Judge Mahoney was a partner in 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges’s Houston and Dallas offices. She is a Fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy, was editor-in-chief of the American Bankruptcy Law Journal and is a frequent speaker 
at continuing legal education programs. Judge Mahoney graduated from the College of St. Cath-
erine in St. Paul, Minn., Phi Beta Kappa and received her J.D. with honors from the University of 
Minnesota Law School.
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John Makuch is a managing director with Alvarez & Marsal in Atlanta, where he focuses on crisis 
management, cash management, formulating and evaluating strategic business plans, managing 
cash, and executing financial and operational restructurings both in and out of bankruptcy. He is 
a Certified Turnaround Professional (CTP) and a Certified Insolvency and Restructuring Advisor 
(CIRA). Mr. Makuch is a member of the Turnaround Management Association (TMA) and the As-
sociation of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors (AIRA). He received his B.S. with honors from 
Villanova University.

Mark M. Maloney is a partner with King & Spalding LLP in Atlanta and a member of its Financial 
Restructuring Practice Group, where he represents a broad range of clients in litigation matters in-
volving creditors’ rights, bankruptcy, lender liability, and other financial and commercial disputes, 
and has experience in general commercial litigation and tax litigation. Mr. Maloney has also repre-
sented debtors, secured and unsecured creditors’ committees and other parties in interest in major 
chapter 11 bankruptcy cases and other insolvency proceedings in more than 20 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. He is admitted in both the U.S. Court of Federal Claims and the U.S. Tax Court, 
and he has served as co-chair of ABI’s Litigation Committee and ABI’s Litigation Skills Sympo-
sium. Mr. Maloney is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and a board member of both 
the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law Institute and the Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Georgia, 
for which he will serve as president in 2013-14. Prior to joining King & Spalding, Mr. Maloney 
served as law clerk to Hon. Rhesa H. Barksdale on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. 
His published works have appeared in the Annual Survey of Bankruptcy Law, the Washington & Lee 
Law Review and Bankruptcy Litigation. Mr. Maloney has been listed as one of the top bankruptcy 
attorneys in the country in The Deal magazine and in The Best Lawyers in America, as a “Georgia 
Super Lawyer” in Atlanta Magazine, as a member of GeorgiaTrend magazine’s Georgia “Legal 
Elite” and as a leading bankruptcy lawyer in The Legal 500. He received his B.B.A. cum laude in 
banking and finance from the University of Mississippi and his J.D. magna cum laude from Wash-
ington & Lee University, where he was senior articles editor on the Washington & Lee Law Review.

Jennifer M. McLemore is a partner at Christian & Barton, LLP, in Richmond, Va., where she fo-
cuses her legal practice on representing business creditors in bankruptcy and commercial litigation 
matters. She is a member of the ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board, moderates 
the listserve for the ABI’s Unsecured Trade Creditors Committee, serves as the finance director 
for the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation, and is a founder of 
the IWIRC-Virginia Network. Ms. McLemore received her B.A. from Miami University (Oxford, 
Ohio) and her J.D. from the University of Richmond School of Law.

Jennifer M. Meyerowitz is a vice president, senior consultant and director of business develop-
ment at Epiq Systems, Inc. in New York, where her primary responsibility is to spearhead the devel-
opment and execution of Epiq’s business-development and client-relations initiatives and to intro-
duce Epiq’s service offerings to a broader client base. Prior to joining Epiq, Ms. Meyerowitz spent 
almost 10 years as a bankruptcy attorney at Alston & Bird LLP in Atlanta. She is the chair-elect 
of the Bankruptcy Section of the Atlanta Bar Association, as well as vice chair of the International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation and a board member, co-founder and past 
chair of its Georgia Network division. She also serves on various committees of the Turnaround 
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Management Association and ABI. Ms. Meyerowitz has participated in numerous panel discus-
sions regarding bankruptcy and restructuring and has co-authored a number of bankruptcy-related 
articles. She has been named as a “Georgia Super Lawyer Rising Star” by Law & Politics Maga-
zine and as one of the “Legal Elite” by Georgia Trend Magazine, and she received Alston & Bird 
LLP’s F.M. Bird Award of 2007 for exemplary pro bono and community service. Ms. Meyerowitz 
received her B.A. from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from Emory University School of 
Law, where she was executive notes and comments editor for the Emory Bankruptcy Developments 
Journal.

Prof. Jeffrey W. Morris is Professor Emeritus at the University of Dayton School of Law in Day-
ton, Ohio. Most recently, he served as the Samuel A. McCray Professor of Law at the University 
of Dayton School of Law, where he taught from 1981 to 2013. He has also been a visiting profes-
sor of law at Ohio State University and the University of Missouri-Kansas City. Prof. Morris is a 
member of the National Bankruptcy Conference (NBC), serving as its secretary and as a co-reporter 
of its Individual Debtor Committee. He is also Of Counsel with Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur in 
Dayton. Prof. Morris is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and was ABI’s Robert M. 
Zinman Resident Scholar for the Spring 2005 semester. His publications include Problems & Mate-
rials on Debtor/Creditor Law, published by Aspen Law & Business. He worked in private practice 
before starting his teaching career. Prof. Morris received his B.A. cum laude from Providence Col-
lege and his J.D. cum laude from Washington and Lee University, where he served as editor of its 
law review.

Felton Parrish is a partner in the Charlotte, N.C., office of Winston & Strawn LLP, where he focus-
es on representing institutional lenders and other large creditors in connection with the restructuring 
and enforcement of debt obligations. He also advises lenders on how to structure financial transac-
tions and represents parties in interest in insolvency-related litigation. Mr. Parrish co-authored a 
chapter entitled “Sales of Assets Under Section 363” in Collier Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics 
and Selected Industries (LexisNexis, 2010). He received his B.S. magna cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa from Wake Forest University, and his J.D. with honors from the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill School of Law.

Hon. Pamela Pepper is Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin in Milwau-
kee, initially appointed on July 5, 2005, and named chief judge on July 1, 2010. Upon graduation 
from law school, she clerked for Hon. Frank M. Johnson, Jr. on the Eleventh Circuit. In 1990, she 
joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Chicago and moved to the Milwaukee U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in 1994. She previously was a solo criminal defense practitioner, representing clients in federal trial 
courts and in the Seventh Circuit, as well as in Wisconsin state court. Judge Pepper holds a gradu-
ate certificate in dispute resolution from Marquette University and has taught legal writing and law 
practice management at Marquette Law School. She is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the 
Association for Women Lawyers, the Seventh Circuit Bar Association, the American Bar Associa-
tion, the Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association and the NACTT Academy for Consumer 
Bankruptcy Education. She previously served on the boards of Federal Defender Services and the 
State Public Defender. Judge Pepper is a former president of the Milwaukee Bar Association and 
co-chairs its Bankruptcy Bench/Bar Committee, and she is a member of ABI, for which she is co-
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chair and education director of its Consumer Bankruptcy Committee, and of the National Confer-
ence of Bankruptcy Judges, for which she is an associate editor of the American Bankruptcy Law 
Journal. She also serves on the Human Resources Advisory Council of the Administrative Office 
of the U.S. Courts and speaks at Federal Judicial Center programs. Judge Pepper received her un-
dergraduate degree in theater from Northwestern University and her J.D. from Cornell Law School, 
where she was a notes editor on the Cornell Law Review and a teaching assistant.

Robin E. Phelan is a partner at Haynes and Boone, LLP in Dallas, where he focuses his practice 
on insolvency, reorganization and related areas, including extensive litigation in the bankruptcy 
court and other federal courts, and analyzes the effects of bankruptcy on corporate and financial 
transactions. He is a frequent speaker on panels and programs throughout the U.S. and interna-
tionally regarding developments in bankruptcy and insolvency law, and he has authored numer-
ous publications, several of them relating to tax, governmental and environmental claims. He is a 
contributor to several major treatises on bankruptcy and has testified before both the Congressional 
Bankruptcy Review Commission and U.S. Congress on insolvency matters. Mr. Phelan participated 
in a program sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and the United Nations to develop model 
cross-border insolvency provisions, and he participated in a White House program to improve the 
U.S. bankruptcy system. He is a former ABI president, a Fellow in the American College of Bank-
ruptcy, and a member of INSOL and the Dallas, American and International Bar Associations. Mr. 
Phelan has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America for more than 20 years and was recognized 
by Chambers USA from 2008-11 as one of the leading practitioners in the U.S. for bankruptcy. He 
earned his B.S.B.A. and his J.D. cum laude from Ohio State University.

Jeffrey D. Prol is a partner in the bankruptcy and creditor’s rights department at Lowenstein Sandler 
LLP in Roseland, N.J. He has 25 years of experience in the debtor/creditor rights field, including 
bankruptcy, complex business transactions and litigation, corporate restructuring, business consult-
ing, out-of-court workouts and foreclosures. Mr. Prol is recognized in The Best Lawyers in America 
(2012-13) and the Bankruptcy & Creditor/Debtor Rights section of Super Lawyers (2005-13). He 
received his B.S. with honors from the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy and his J.D. from Rutgers 
University School of Law.

Patricia A. Redmond is a shareholder in the Bankruptcy and Restructuring Department of Stearns, 
Weaver, Miller, Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, PA in Miami, where she concentrates on creditors’ 
rights and insolvency counseling in bankruptcy court and out-of-court restructurings. She has prac-
ticed in the insolvency field in Miami for more than 30 years and has appeared in many reorganiza-
tions and out-of-court workouts in several industries, representing developers, financial institutions, 
public and private owners and distressed-asset purchasers. She is ABI’s President, a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy and a past president of the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the 
Southern District of Florida. Ms. Redmond has been listed in the South Florida Legal Guide, Flor-
ida Trend’s “Legal Elite” and The Best Lawyers in America. She is a frequent lecturer on various 
aspects of bankruptcy, particularly involving chapter 11 issues. In 2002, she received the Eleventh 
Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Award, and in 2011 was recognized as a Band I attorney by Chambers 
USA. Ms. Redmond serves as an adjunct professor of law at the University of Miami School of Law, 
where she received the Outstanding Professor Award in 2011. She is admitted to practice before the 
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bars of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the state of Florida. Ms. Redmond graduated from 
the University of Miami School of Law in 1979.

Robert P. Reynolds is senior partner at Reynolds, Reynolds & Little, LLC in Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
where he represents lenders in commercial litigation throughout Alabama and in bankruptcy pro-
ceedings in Alabama, the Northern District of Florida and other bankruptcy courts throughout the 
country. He is a member of ABI and a former chair of the Alabama State Bar’s Bankruptcy and 
Commercial Law Section, and he is board certified in both Business and Consumer Bankruptcy 
Law by the American Board of Certification. Mr. Reynolds received his B.S. from Auburn Univer-
sity and his J.D. from the University of Alabama School of Law.

Hon. Frank J. Santoro is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Virginia in Norfolk, 
appointed on Feb. 21, 2008. Prior to his appointment, he was a managing partner at Marcus, San-
toro & Kozak, P.C., located in Portsmouth and Chesapeake, Va., where his practice concentrated 
in bankruptcy, corporate reorganizations and corporate finance. Judge Santoro served as a standing 
chapter 13 trustee beginning in 1987 and also as a chapter 7 panel trustee from December 1981 
through May 1990. A former law clerk to Judge Hal J. Bonney, Jr., he has been a frequent speaker 
at seminars and is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. In 2003, Judge Santoro was 
selected by his peers as an outstanding bankruptcy lawyer in Virginia. He received his B.A. with 
honors and Phi Beta Kappa from Allegheny College and his J.D. from the Marshall Wythe School 
of Law at the College of William and Mary.

Henry C. Shelton, III is a partner in the Memphis office of Adams and Reese LLP and serves as 
leader of the firm’s Commercial Restructuring and Bankruptcy Team. He focuses his practice on 
business litigation and bankruptcy, as well as on workouts and reorganizations. Mr. Shelton has suc-
cessfully advised several businesses in company reorganizations with and without recourse to the 
courts, and he has likewise represented creditors in bankruptcy and insolvency matters. He is a Life 
Member of the Sixth Circuit Judicial Conference and also is listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
in Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights Law. Mr. Shelton received his B.A. with honors from 
Wesleyan University and his J.D. from Vanderbilt University School of Law.

Eric J. Silver is an associate in the Business Restructuring Department of Stearns, Weaver, Miller, 
Weissler, Alhadeff & Sitterson, PA in Miami. Prior to joining the firm, he served as a law clerk to 
Hon. Robert A. Mark of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida. Mr. Silver 
earned his B.A. from the University of Michigan and his joint J.D./M.B.A. degree from the Uni-
versity of Miami School of Law and School of Business Administration. While in law school, he 
served on the University of Miami Business Law Review and interned for Hon. Leon Firtel in the 
Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida.

Shayna M. Steinfeld is a founder of Steinfeld & Steinfeld, PC in Atlanta, where she practices 
exclusively in the areas of bankruptcy and corporate reorganization. She is a past-president of the 
Atlanta Bar Association, a past-president of the Georgia Association for Women Lawyers (GAWL) 
and a member of IWIRC-GA and the Metropolitan Atlanta Consumer Bankruptcy Group. Ms. 
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Steinfeld is also a past chair of the Sole Practitioner/Small Firm (earning “Section of the Year”) and 
Bankruptcy Sections of the Atlanta Bar, and the Bankruptcy sections of the State Bar (also earning 
“Section of the Year”). She was awarded the “Outstanding Woman in the Profession Achievement 
Award” by the Women in the Profession Committee of the Atlanta Bar, and the GAWL has honored 
her as a “trailblazer” with its Kathleen Kessler Award. Ms. Steinfeld has served as a vice president 
for the National Conference of Women’s Bar Associations, and she has been a frequent lecturer on 
various bankruptcy-related topics to numerous national, local and state-wide bar associations. She 
has also authored several articles appearing in the state and national bar journal and section newslet-
ters, and she also co-authored and published The Family Lawyers Guide to Bankruptcy through the 
American Bar Association (now in its second edition). Ms. Steinfeld is licensed to appear before 
Georgia State and Federal Courts and the U.S. Supreme Court. She received her B.A., J.D. and 
M.B.A. from Emory University.

J. Ellsworth Summers, Jr. is a shareholder with Rogers Towers, PA in Jacksonville, Fla., where 
he practices in the areas of bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and commercial litigation. Before joining 
Rogers Towers in the fall of 2004, he practiced with the law firm of Kaufman & Canoles in Virginia 
in its bankruptcy and creditors’ rights group for five years. From 1998-99, Mr. Summers was a law 
clerk to Hon. Stephen C. St. John, a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Virginia, and 
he interned with Hon. Alexander L. Paskay and Hon. Elizabeth Kovachevich, a U.S. District Court 
Judge for the Middle District of Florida. He is a member of ABI, the Florida Bar Association, the 
Virginia Bar Association and the Jacksonville Bankruptcy Bar Association. Mr. Summers has ap-
peared before state and federal courts in 12 states, the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals and the Su-
preme Court of Virginia. Mr. Summers is rated AV Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell and has been 
named in Florida Super Lawyers since 2009. He is admitted to practice in the Fourth and Eleventh 
Circuit Courts of Appeals, as well as in the state and federal courts in the State of Florida and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. Mr. Summers received his B.A. cum laude from Hampden-Sydney 
College and his J.D. cum laude from Stetson University College of Law.

Joel R. Tew is the owner of Tew & Associates in New Port Richey, Fla., and has practiced in the 
Tampa Bay area for more than 30 years as a commercial litigator and a real estate development and 
land use attorney. For the past five years, he has also served as a general counsel for a nationally 
recognized court-appointed receiver on more than 50 state and federal court receiverships. Mr. Tew 
received his B.A. from Davidson College and a his J.D. from Vanderbilt University, where he was 
a Patrick Wilson Scholar and served as editor in chief for the Vanderbilt Law Review.

Richard H. Thomson is a partner with Clark & Washington, PC in Atlanta and is past president 
of the Metro Atlanta Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys Group. He is also a Fellow in the American 
College of Bankruptcy, an advisory board member of the Emory Bankruptcy Developments Journal 
and a board member of the Atlanta Bar Association Bankruptcy Section. Mr. Thompson is Board 
Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the American Board of Certification and is an ABI mem-
ber. He received his undergraduate degree from State University of New York and his J.D. from the 
University of Georgia School of Law.
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Judy D. Thompson is in private practice at JD Thompson Law in Charlotte, N.C., where she rep-
resents lenders, unsecured creditors’ committees, trade creditors, franchisors, asset-purchasers and 
chapter 11 debtors in business bankruptcy cases and workouts throughout the country. In 2010, 
Ms. Thompson withdrew from Poyner Spruill LLP, a large multidisciplinary firm for which she 
organized and chaired its Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Practice Group, in order to concentrate 
her practice on specific clients and matters. She also continues to have an active commercial and 
bankruptcy litigation practice, advising lenders on federal consumer law issues in areas such as the 
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, Equal Credit Opportunity Act and Fair Credit Reporting Act, 
along with an active and growing mediation practice in North Carolina in state lawsuits and nation-
ally in bankruptcy litigation. Ms. Thompson is licensed in North Carolina and Texas (inactive) and 
is a past president of the Mecklenburg (Charlotte) County Bar, a member and former vice president 
of ABI, founding member and former chair of International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring 
Confederation Carolinas, past councilor of the Bankruptcy Section of the North Carolina Bar As-
sociation and past councilor of the State Bar of North Carolina. She has also been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America, where she is regularly named a “Super Lawyer” and among the “Legal Elite.” 
Ms. Thompson is a frequent speaker at the state and national levels on bankruptcy, creditors’ rights, 
workouts and mediation, and has contributed numerous articles to creditor- and lender-oriented 
publications. She is the editor of ABI’s General Assignments for Benefit of Creditors and Preference 
Defense Handbook, both now in their second editions. Ms. Thompson received her B.A. from the 
University of Florida, her M.S. from Florida State University and her J.D. from the University of 
Houston with honors.

Charles W. Throckmorton is a founding member of the Miami law firm of Kozyak Tropin & 
Throckmorton, PA, where he concentrates his practice in commercial bankruptcy matters and com-
plex commercial litigation, and has extensive experience in representing lenders, unsecured credi-
tors, debtors, statutory trustees, liquidating trustees and creditors’ committees in reorganizations 
and in bankruptcy litigation matters. Mr. Throckmorton is a 2010 Fellow of the American College 
of Bankruptcy. He is recognized in The Best Lawyers in America in the field of bankruptcy and 
has been AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell since 1985. America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, 
published by Chambers USA, ranks Mr. Throckmorton as a leading bankruptcy lawyer in Florida. 
He received his B.S. magna cum laude from Duke University and his J.D. from the University of 
Virginia School of Law.

Laurie K. Weatherford is the chapter 13 standing trustee for the Middle District of Florida in Win-
ter Park, Fla.. Prior to her appointment in 1996, Ms. Weatherford was Of Counsel with the law firm 
of Maguire, Voorhis & Wells, representing primarily debtors and creditors’ committees in chapter 
11 cases. She was also a chapter 7 panel trustee. Ms. Weatherford received her B.A. with honors 
from the University of Florida and her J.D. with honors from the Cumberland School of Law.

David A. Wender is a partner in Alston & Bird LLP’s Bankruptcy, Workouts & Reorganization 
Group in Atlanta, where he provides counsel, advice and representation to a variety of clients in 
complex bankruptcy cases, out-of court workouts, debt restructurings, asset dispositions and claims 
reconciliation. Mr. Wender represents purchasers, sellers and other parties in § 363 sales, debtors 
in possession, secured and unsecured creditors, creditors’ committees and other parties. He also 
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counsels and represents officers, directors and others in complex bankruptcy and nonbankruptcy 
litigation, and has lectured on bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, § 363 acquisitions and legal ethics. 
Prior to joining Alston & Bird, Mr. Wender served as law clerk to Hon. Mary F. Walrath, Chief U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware. He is licensed to practice law in the state of Georgia 
and is a member of the bankruptcy section of the Atlanta Bar Association and ABI. Mr. Wender is 
a member of ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board. He received his B.S. in busi-
ness administration from Washington University in St. Louis and his J.D. from the Emory Univer-
sity School of Law.

Nancy J. Whaley is an attorney and chapter 13 trustee for the Northern District of Georgia in At-
lanta, appointed in January 2003, and also serves as the chapter 12 trustee for the Northern District 
of Georgia. She is an adjunct professor of law at John Marshall Law School and is a member and 
past president of the Georgia Association for Women Lawyers. Ms. Whaley serves on the State Bar 
of Georgia’s Board of Governors, is a past chair of its Bankruptcy Section and Communications 
Committee and is a member of its Finance and Legislative Affairs’ Advisory Committee. She also 
served on the Executive Committee for the State Bar of Georgia from 2005-11, is a current board 
member for the Atlanta Bar Association Bankruptcy Section and is a Fellow and past board member 
for the Lawyers Foundation of Georgia. She retired from the Air Force Reserve on Oct. 3, 2009, 
at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Ms. Whaley received her B.A. cum laude from Eureka College, 
where she was a Ronald Reagan Scholar, and earned her J.D. from Emory Law School.

Prof. Jack F. Williams is a tenured professor at Georgia State University College of Law and 
the Middle East Institute in Atlanta, where he teaches and/or conducts research in the areas of 
bankruptcy and business reorganizations, mergers and acquisitions, commercial law and damages 
models, corporate finance, financial institutions, fraud and anti-corruption, Islamic banking and 
finance, taxation, and law and statistics. Prof. Williams is the Association of Insolvency and Re-
structuring Advisors Scholar in Residence and served as the inaugural Robert M. Zinman American 
Bankruptcy Institute (ABI) Scholar in Residence in 2001, returning to that post in 2008. In 2009, 
ABI recognized his with its Annual Service Award (2009), which honors the ABI member whose 
contributions have been extraordinary. He is a Fellow in the American College of Bankruptcy and is 
the national co-director of the Litigation, Investigation and Intelligence Services practice, as well as 
a senior managing director at Mesirow Financial Consulting, LLC, in Atlanta and New York City. 
Prof. Williams received his B.A. from the University of Oklahoma and his J.D. from George Wash-
ington University of Law with high honors, where he was also a member of the Order of the Coif.

Hon. Michael G. Williamson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in 
Tampa, appointed in March 2000. He served as a chapter 7 panel trustee from 1977-2000 and rep-
resented numerous chapter 11 corporate debtors, creditors’ committees and trustees in bankruptcy 
cases pending throughout Florida. Judge Williamson is a past chair of the Committee on Creditors’ 
Rights for the Section of Litigation of the American Bar Association, past chair of the Business Law 
Section of the Florida Bar and its Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, and a Fellow in the American Col-
lege of Bankruptcy. He received his undergraduate degree from Duke University and his J.D. from 
Georgetown University Law Center.
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Melissa A. Youngman is a partner at McCalla Raymer, LLC in Orlando, Fla., where she manages 
the firm’s Florida Bankruptcy Department, representing mortgage creditors in consumer and com-
mercial bankruptcy proceedings. Prior to joining McCalla Raymer, Ms. Youngman was an associate 
at Wolff, Hill, McFarlin & Herron, P.A., also located in Orlando. Prior to that, she was an associ-
ate in the financial restructuring and bankruptcy department of Fox Rothschild LLP in New York. 
Ms. Youngman serves as a board member of the Central Florida Bankruptcy Law Association and 
sits on ABI’s Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop Advisory Board. She was recently named a Florida 
Super Lawyers “Rising Star.” Ms. Youngman received her B.A. from the University of Florida and 
her J.D. from St. John’s University School of Law.




